RHODE ISLAND

OFFICIAL MANUAL FOR
VEHICLE INSPECTION

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE
DIVISION OF MOTOR VEHICLES
SAFETY AND EMISSION CONTROL



OFFICIAL MANUAL FOR VEHICLE
INSPECTION

FOREWORD

In accepting your official appointment as a licensed inspection station, you
represent the authority of the State of Rhode Island and accept the responsibility
from the State Government to properly inspect all vehicles submitted for
inspection and to serve the citizens efficiently. This will be the standard used by
the State officials in supervising your conduct as an official inspection station.
Any official inspection station which fails to maintain this standard in dealing
with the public cannot be allowed to have official approval as an inspection
station.

The procedures as outlined herein should be carefully reviewed and studied by
your entire organization. If the inspection program is to be effective, you must be
thoroughly familiar with and follow all the provisions as outlined.

You must realize, as well as we do, that there is no highway safety without a safe
vehicle. We solicit your support in this program.

JOHN DITOMASSO, ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATOR
DIVISION OF MOTOR VEHICLES

REVISED 2-08



INTRODUCTION

In the State of Rhode Island, motor vehicle inspections are conducted in privately
owned businesses that are licensed by the Department of Revenue to inspect
vehicles but the inspection of vehicles that are submitted for official inspection is
not private business. The Law in the State of Rhode Island requires that the
Director of the Department make the necessary rules and regulations to administer
and enforce the inspection laws.

Inspection requirements are not intended to be used as a weapon against the
vehicle owner. The regulations are designed to prevent continued use of defective
emissions and safety equipment so that at least one time during the required
inspection cycle a vehicle is inspected by qualified personnel to ascertain that the
vehicle is properly equipped for continued use.

With this requirement in mind, the authors have assembled specifications and
standards from the American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators, The
Automobile Manufacturers Association, The National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, the Environmental Protection Agency, the Society of Automotive
Engineers, The United States of America Standards Institute, The Vehicle
Equipment Safety Commission, The Rubber Manufacturer’s Associations, and the
current laws of the State of Rhode Island along with various testing equipment
manufacturers and other organizations.

The technical information received was amended and tailored so as to supplement
and not contradict the various equipment laws in the State of Rhode Island.

MARIO J. FARIA, CHIEF LOUIS A. LONGO, CHIEF

MOTOR VEHICLE SAFETY AND EMISSION CONTROL DIVISION



STATE OF RHODE ISLAND
MOTOR VEHICLE SAFETY AND EMISSION CONTROL
DIVISION

VEHICLE INSPECTION REGULATIONS

In accordance with Title 31, Chapter 38, of the Motor Vehicle Code Act, the
rules, regulations and standards for the inspection of vehicles and related
equipment as set forth in this manual have been established by the State of Rhode
Island for the administration and enforcement of the inspection laws of the State
of Rhode Island.

The Director of the Department of Revenue has designated that every vehicle
subject to inspection shall display upon such vehicle, or produce upon demand,
the certificate of inspection and approval issued to such vehicle until the
inspection and approval certificate expires.

The Director of the Department of Revenue has designated that every vehicle
required to be inspected shall be inspected for emission and/or safety items
according to the following:

All motor vehicles, except motorcycles, registered with a gross
weight of eight-thousand five hundred (8,500) pounds or less shall
be inspected for emissions and safety items biennially or according
to a schedule that may be required by the State.

All motor vehicles registered with a gross weight of more than
eight thousand five hundred (8,500) pounds shall be inspected for
safety items annually.

All motorcycles shall be inspected for safety items before the end
of June of each year.

All trailers, except trailers and semi-trailers used to transport
horses or other livestock, registered with a gross weight of more
than 1,000 pounds shall be inspected for safety items before the
end of June of each year.

Every new vehicle, except public conveyance vehicles, and school
buses, shall be inspected and approved before it is twenty-four (24)
months old from the first purchase date (statement of origin) or
before the vehicle accumulates twenty four (24) thousand miles,
whichever occurs first.



VEHICLE INSPECTION REGULATIONS (CONT.)

Every used vehicle, except public conveyance vehicles and school
buses without a valid Rhode Island inspection approval shall be
inspected and approved within 5 (five) Division of Motor Vehicles
business days from the date of registering in Rhode Island.

Public conveyance vehicles including but not limited to school
buses, taxis, jitneys, child care and other public service vehicles
shall be inspected according to all the rules and regulations
established by the FEDERAL AND STATE LAWS also in
accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations for
inspection. Reject any vehicle for a safety and/or emission item
that is found to be worn, missing, broken or defective in any
manner that exceeds the manufacturer’s tolerance for replacement.
(EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2003) All 1996 and newer vehicles
will be tested for OBD II.

(EFFECTIVE MARCH 3, 2005) All Diesel vehicles registered
with a gross vehicle weight of less than 8,500 Ibs. will tested at
Diesel Approved Inspection Stations

(EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2000) All Rhode Island registered
vehicles located on BLOCK ISLAND and registered with a Block
Island address will be subject to a safety inspection and a two-
speed idle emission inspection in accordance with a schedule as
directed by the Department.

(EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 1985) All vehicles registered as farm
vehicles under Section 31-3-31, except farm tractors, shall be
subject to the provisions of Chapter 31-38 of the General Laws
entitled “Inspection of Motor Vehicles.”

(EFFECTIVE JUNE 21, 1995) All motorized bicycles and/or
motorized tricycles, that are required to be inspected, shall be
inspected at motorcycle inspection stations for safety items before
the end of June of each year.

(EFFECTIVE MARCH 1, 1997) All trailers and semi-trailers used
to transport horses or other livestock, irrespective of the registered
gross weight, shall be inspected for vehicle safety items and other
safety requirements needed for the safe transportation of horses
and other livestock before the end of June of each year.



VEHICLE INSPECTION REGULATIONS (CONT.)

The Director of the Department of Revenue or his designee may extend the time
within which a certificate of inspection and approval shall be obtained.

The Director of the Department of Revenue or his designee may extend the thirty
(30) day repair period.

The Director of the Department of Revenue or his designee may authorize any
inspection station to issue a certificate of inspection and approval to any vehicle
after concluding that a reasonable effort to meet the emission standards has been
made.

The Director of the Department of Revenue or his designee may suspend the
registration of any school bus or public conveyance type vehicle from
transporting passengers which he determines is in such unsafe condition to
transport passengers or which does not meet the requirements established for such
school or public conveyance type vehicles or for failure to deliver said vehicle for
inspection provided, however, that any vehicle which has been transporting
passengers in violation of such suspension, then such registration shall be
immediately suspended by the Division of Motor Vehicles.

The Director of the Department of Revenue or his designee may conduct or cause
to be conducted covert audits as may be necessary to observe the stations
activities. Vehicles may be adjusted with defective safety and emissions control
items so as to check the station’s inspection practices.

No inspection permit shall be assigned, transferred or used at any location other
than therein designated. No more than one permit shall be assigned to a location.

Stations may provide a reduced inspection fee providing that the reduction is
not incorporated with any other sale condition or promotion.



EMISSION INSPECTION STANDARDS

The current law provides that the State shall cause inspections to be made and
certificates obtained with respect to the emission of fumes.

Inspection standards with respect to emission of fumes will be upgraded from
time to time based on experience and needs as determined by the E.P.A. and the
State.

The current regulations and standards have been filed by the DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT (D.EM.) AS AIR POLLUTION
CONTROL REGULATION No. 34.

Undercover audits will be conducted as may be necessary to observe the station’s
activities. The Division may adjust vehicles to create defects for both safety and
emission items.

Stations that are observed violating the inspection regulations will be subject to a
civil or administrative penalty of not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000) or
by imprisonment of not more than thirty (30) days or both such fine and
imprisonment.

Each section of this manual and each part of each section is declared to be an
independent section and the holding of any section or sections or parts thereof to
be void, ineffective, or unconstitutional for any cause shall not be deemed to
affect any other part thereof.

FEDERAL DETERMINATION

The current Rhode Island vehicle inspection program has been reviewed by the
Federal Highway Administration and they have determined that the Rhode Island
Inspection Program is comparable to or as effective as the standards outlined in
Part 396 of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations.

In brief, this determination allows a valid Rhode Island inspection approval
sticker to be acceptable proof of inspection for those commercial motor vehicles
required to be inspected by the Federal Highway Administration’s Periodic
Inspection requirements effective as of JULY 1, 1990.



1.1 INSTRUCTIONS

It is important that every owner of an official inspection station properly instruct
all employees in accordance with the instructions set forth in this manual. Each
owner and/or responsible agent is expected to supervise the activities of all the
persons who are authorized to conduct inspections and from time to time should
review the inspection requirements with the station personnel. The Motor Vehicle
Inspection Office must be informed of the name, address, and certification
numbers of inspectors appointed. Stations must notify the Inspection Office in
writing of any changes in the inspectors or authorized agent appointed.

Any questions that should arise concerning inspection of motor vehicles should be
referred to the Inspection Office for proper clarification.

1.1.1 RESPONSIBILITY OF STATION OWNER OR
RESPONSIBLE AGENT.

In Rhode Island, stations are appointed by the Department upon satisfactory
evidence that all requirements have been met.

The appointments are for a one-year period.

Each station must volunteer its services, equipment and facilities to the State for
the purpose of vehicle inspections.

In accepting your appointment as an official inspection station, you will be
responsible for all inspection approvals issued at the station.

Approved stations will be classified according to the size and type of vehicles to
be inspected and are required to maintain inspection tools of capable size and type
to inspect all the vehicles designated according to the approved station class.

Approved stations must have a certified inspector identified on the application
that is authorized to inspect the type of vehicles that the station has been approved
to inspect. The Station must report any additional inspectors immediately to the
Inspection Office and to the State Selected Contractor.

1.2 NEW APPOINTMENTS

Applications for new appointments shall be submitted on the required forms to the
Motor Vehicle Inspection Office. Applications may be obtained upon request and



must be filled out completely so that the State inspectors can check the
information and required equipment.

Applications for emission inspection stations must also be submitted to the State
Selected Contractor for those stations that are applying for approval as an
Emissions Inspection Station. It is expected that the new station will allow at
least thirty (30) days for the Motor Vehicle Inspection Office and the Emissions
Contractor time to complete their investigations.

1.2.1 CHANGE OF LOCATION, OWNERSHIP OR TRADE NAME

The owner of an official inspection station contemplating a change of location or
ownership must notify the Motor Vehicle Safety and Emission Control Division
and any applicable state selected contractor before such change is made.

Upon every change of ownership or change of location, a new application must be
submitted to the Motor Vehicle Safety and Emission Control Division and any
applicable state selected contractor explaining such change of location and/or
ownership within 30 days before such change, so as to afford time to investigate
the new application, and/or inspect the new facilities. In order to eliminate any
period of non-operation, it is imperative that you allow the agencies at least 30
days advance notice.

Upon the effective date of any such change of ownership or location, all your
inspection privileges will cease at the former location and you will not be allowed
to inspect vehicles at the new location, or as a new owner until you are properly
licensed by the Department.

If you change the name of the station only, without any change of location,
partners, ownership or corporation, you will be required to notify the Motor
Vehicle Safety and Emission Control Division and any applicable state selected
contractor in writing of the new, correct name and its effective date. There will
be no additional charge or new license required for the change of name only. As
an example, if you are operating under one particular oil company’s name and
then change to a subsequent oil company’s name, this is a change of name only
and does not require a new license.



1.3 INSPECTION FEES

Reference: 31-38-7

The inspection fees are fixed by law and any violation or overcharging for
inspections beyond what the law provides, will be cause for suspension of the
station’s inspection privileges.

Current inspection fees have been established by law and are as follows:

2-year emission and safety inspections for vehicles less than 8,500 Ibs.

including diesel vehicles $ 39.00
1 year safety inspection for vehicles over 8,500 Ibs. $ 15.00
1 year motorcycle safety inspection $ 11.00
1 year trailer over 1,000 Ibs. safety inspection $ 11.00
1 year livestock trailer safety inspection $ 11.00
1 year electric vehicles safety inspection $ 11.00

The law provides the fee charged shall be for the inspection and the issuance of
the sticker. If you collect the inspection fee during a part of the initial inspection
and reject the vehicle, you are expected to issue the sticker without additional
charge when the vehicle is repaired and returned to your inspection station for
approval within 30 calendar days.

The vehicle rejected is entitled to one free re-inspection at the same station as part
of the initial inspection within the 30 calendar day re-inspection period. If the
rejected vehicle is not returned for re-inspection within the 30 calendar days, the
inspection is considered complete. If the rejected vehicle is returned after 30
calendar days, you must treat it as a new inspection, perform a complete
inspection, and are authorized to collect a full fee.

1.3.1 INSPECTION PERIOD

Reference: 31-38-4

The Director of the Department of Revenue has designated that every vehicle
subject to inspection shall display upon such vehicle; or produce upon demand,;
the certificate of inspection and approval issued to such vehicle until the

inspection and approval certificate expires.

The certificate of approval (sticker) issued during any inspection period will be
invalid when any of the following events occur:

When the approval sticker issued to the vehicle has expired.



When the vehicle is considered as “unsafe” for highway use
and the sticker seized by any authorized agent.

When the Director of the Division of Motor Vehicles designates a
new inspection period.

1.3.2 INSPECTION HOURS

Every station shall declare reasonable inspection hours that must be acceptable to
the Motor Vehicle Safety & Emission Control Division, during which hours that
station must provide at least one (1) employed certified inspector who is qualified
to operate all testing equipment to serve the inspection needs of the general
public.

1.4 DUTIES OF EMPLOYEES AUTHORIZED TO PERFORM
INSPECTIONS

It is the duty of the State Certified employee of an official inspection station to
always properly and thoroughly conduct the official inspection of vehicles
presented for that purpose. It is a grave responsibility and should not be taken
lightly.

In affixing a sticker to an approved vehicle, the State certified employee is placing
a “Certificate of Approval” on the vehicle, indicating that the vehicle has met all
applicable inspection standards.

1.4.1 QUALIFICATIONS OF INSPECTOR

In order to qualify as a state certified inspector, a person must be at least eighteen
(18) years of age with a valid driver’s license who has successfully completed a
satisfactory training course in auto safety and emission inspection that has been

approved by the Division of Motor Vehicles.

The person must be able to demonstrate to State authorized personnel that he/she
is capable of operating and calibrating all required testing equipment.

The person may be required to pass a “HANDS-ON” or written test approved by
the Division of Motor Vehicles.
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1.5 INSPECTION PROCEDURES

Start all inspections by confirming the VIN with the vehicle registration.

Conduct a walk-around visual inspection of the vehicle that requires an emission
inspection and identify any item that may impede the testing of the vehicle on a
dynamometer.

The inspection stations’ authorized inspector may refuse to conduct the inspection
of any vehicle subject to the Rhode Island Inspection Program if the vehicle is
determined to be in an unsafe condition so as to be a hazard to the inspection
personnel. The vehicle is to be refused further inspection until the condition is
corrected. If the vehicle is not a hazard, a full and complete inspection should be
conducted. The station shall issue a report indicating why the vehicle was
refused.

Enter the vehicle and continue to inspect the vehicle from the driver’s position
and turn on the vehicle ignition to be able to check the CHECK ENGINE
LIGHT, ABS AND BRAKE SYSTEM FAILURE INDICATOR LAMP.
Drive the vehicle backward and forward checking the service brake pedal while
you drive the vehicle to the bay or lane checking the designated interior items of
the vehicle.

With the vehicle raised, visually check both front wheels of the vehicle for leaks
and defective parts. It will not be required to remove the front wheels of any
vehicle, regardless of its size or weight, if the brake friction material can be
examined and a reasonable judgment can be made as to its thickness. If there is
any doubt as to the thickness of the brake friction material or the safety condition
of the wheel(s), then the wheel must be pulled to make a complete examination of
the brake and wheel components. While the vehicle is still raised check the front
end and undercarriage items of the vehicle.

While the vehicle is in the inspection bay check the headlamps of the vehicle.
You will not be required to check the exact aim of the headlamps but you will be
expected to reject the headlamp aim if the aim is noticeably off center. With the
assistance of some well placed mirrors (or assistant) check the other designated
lights.

11



1.5 INSPECTION PROCEDURES (CONT.)

While you are checking the various inspection items, make written or mental
notes of the defects found so you will not forget the items rejected. If you are not
sure of a certain defect, check the Inspection Manual. The designated inspection
items are listed in the index for easy reference. However, there are some vehicles
that cannot be inspected in the usual manner, therefore, when inspecting these
vehicles, you are authorized to follow the manufacturer’s recommended
inspection procedures and to reject any designated safety and/or emissions item
that exceeds the manufacturer’s tolerance for replacement.

After all items are checked, you must issue either an inspection approval sticker
or file a rejection report according to the following:

When the vehicle DOES NOT PASS the inspection:

1. Do not remove the old sticker.

2. Advise customer of all the defects.

3. Make proper and complete entries on the rejection report.

4. Advise customer that approval sticker will be issued after
the defects have been corrected and approved.

5. Submit all rejection reports within 30 calendar days to the
Motor Vehicle Safety and Emission Control Division.

6. Give customer the rejection report for future compliance.

When the vehicle DOES PASS inspection:

1. Remove old inspection sticker.
2. Make proper and complete entries on all applicable reports.
3. Affix the new sticker properly to the vehicle.

1.5.1 ALTERNATE INSPECTION APPROVAL PROCEDURE

On occasion, vehicles for which the registration may have been suspended,
cancelled, or denied may need to be inspected for safety. In order to issue a valid
registration, proof is needed that the vehicle under consideration is safe for
highway use.

The State will accept an “ALTERNATE INSPECTION APPROVAL REPORT”
properly signed and stamped by a certified inspector of an official inspection
station after the vehicle has been examined WITHIN THE CONFINES OF THE
GARAGE PROPERTY and found to be safe to be operated on the public
highways.

12



1.5.1 ALTERNATE INSPECTION APPROVAL PROCEDURE
(CONT.)

The Motor Vehicle Safety and Emission Control Division will upon request make
available the “ALTERNATE INSPECTION APPROVAL REPORT”, on an as
needed basis to the customer to be presented to the inspection station for proper
compliance.

1.6 STATION REPORTS

All station reports that are required of the official stations must be upon forms
approved by the Department of Motor Vehicles. Be sure to follow all the
instructions and requirements on the various forms. All inspection stickers,
licenses, inspection reports and other records pertaining to motor vehicle
inspections, that are not required to be turned in to the Motor Vehicle Safety and
Emission Control Division, are subject to be reviewed and must be maintained in
a reasonable order at your official inspection station for at least two (2) complete
years prior to the current year.

Be sure to complete all inspection reports as to the required information that was
corrected. These inspection reports must be filled out accurately as to name,
address and date of inspection and must be signed by the certified inspector that
inspected the vehicle. It is required that stickers be issued in numerical order
starting with the lowest sticker number assigned to your station, or which has
been issued under the direction of a state selected contractor. Any and all such
records and/or stickers may be seized by any police officer or agent of the
Division of Motor Vehicles.

Any station may be ‘called-in’ by the Inspection Office to answer complaints
and/or for an audit of the inspection records and reports. Improper inspection
records or reports could cause the suspension of the inspection permit.

1.7 REJECTION REPORTS

The Rejection reports must be used for each vehicle which does not pass
inspection. This includes the emission inspection as well as safety inspection. If
the vehicle fails, you are required to make out the rejection report and show the
required exhaust emission numbers which were obtained along with any other
safety defects.

13



1.7 REJECTION REPORTS (CONT.)

Rejection reports are an official part of the inspection program. All rejection
reports must be completely filled out. Be sure to accurately measure all required
inspection items that are worn to a point of rejection and record the measurement
on the rejection report. Give one copy to the customer and send the other copy
within thirty (30) days to the Inspection Division.

If the rejected vehicle is returned for re-inspection within the thirty-day (30)
period, check the repaired items and mark the rejection report accordingly. The
rejected vehicle is entitled to a free re-inspection as part of the approval within
each 30 calendar day re-inspection period.

If an additional defect, or same defect, is found while re-checking the vehicle, do
not approve the rejection report until the additional defect is also corrected.

When a second re-check is requested and is conducted within the 30 days and a
fee is collected, be sure to conduct a complete inspection. After the 30 day re-
inspection period, you must inspect the entire vehicle as a new inspection.

THE 30 DAYS ALLOWED ON THE REJECTION REPORT IS NOT TO
BE CONSIDERED AS AN EXTENSION OF TIME TO HAVE THE
VEHICLE INSPECTED.

If a motorist reports to an inspection station with a rejection report issued by a
station with a similar class as yours, you must inspect the vehicle for repair of the
particular equipment that is marked as defective and continue to inspect the
complete vehicle. If the vehicle is over 8500 pounds and is approved, fill out the
reverse side of the rejection report completely, using your station stamp and be
sure to sign and date this notice. If an additional defect is found on the vehicle,
do not approve the vehicle until the defect is corrected. You should issue another
rejection notice in conjunction with your complete inspection as if the vehicle
were being inspected for the first time.

If the vehicle is 8500 pounds or less, you must conduct a complete inspection and
follow the contractors’ procedures for the electronic approvals. Employees of the
Department appointed by the Director, or his designee may approve or reject any
vehicle or any part of any vehicle previously inspected after concluding that such
approval or rejection is inconsistent with the Inspection Laws.

14



1.8.1 SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION OF OFFICIAL INSPECTION
PERMIT.

References: 31-38-6, 31-38-8, 31-38-9, 31-38-10, 31-38-11

The Director of the Department of Revenue or his designee shall properly
supervise and cause inspections to be made of such stations and shall suspend or
revoke and require the surrender of the permit issued to a station which he finds is
not properly equipped or has violated any of the conditions of his permit of
inspection, or for any act which is in violation of any Federal, State, City or Town
Law, rule regulation or ordinance.

Employees of the Department, appointed by the Director or his designee, may
immediately suspend the inspection privileges of any station upon concluding that
the emission analyzer or any other emission or safety testing equipment is not
working properly or is missing from the inspection station or the station is not
staffed with a State Certified inspector.

The Director may deny an application for a permit or suspend or revoke a permit
after it has been granted for any of the following reasons:

1. On proof of unfitness of applicant to do business as a motor
vehicle inspection station;

2. For any misstatement by applicant in application for permit;

3. For any failure to comply with the provisions of this section or

with any rule or regulation promulgated by the Director;

For defrauding any customer;

For dismantling any vehicle for repair without the authorization

of the owner thereof;

6. For refusal to surrender any vehicle to the owner thereof upon
tender of payment of the proper charges for towing and/or work
done on said vehicle;

7. For having indulged in any unconscionable practice relating to
said business as a motor vehicle inspection station;

8. For willful failure to perform work as contracted for;

9. For failure to comply with the safety standards of the industry;

10. For failure to properly equip and/or conduct said inspection

station;

11. For failure to pay the required fees as provided in this chapter;

12. For providing an inspection sticker to a vehicle in violation

of the sun screening law.

S
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All suspended, revoked or cancelled permits must be immediately surrendered to
the Department of Revenue along with any and all inspection stickers and
inspection reports that were issued to this station.

Any police officer or agent of the Department may seize any inspection license,
permit, stickers, sticker records and/or any other such inspection records at any
time after such station has been notified in writing that their inspection permit has
been revoked, cancelled or suspended.

Any person violating any of the provisions of Sections 31-38-1 to 31-38-10 of this
chapter, (both inclusive) or the rules and regulations established by the Director as
herein provided shall upon conviction be punished by a fine of $1,000 or
imprisonment of not more than thirty (30) days or by both such fine and
imprisonment. The Director may revoke the permit of any authorized inspection
station which is convicted more than once for such violations.

1.8.2 SUSPENSION OF CERTIFICATION OF INDIVIDUAL INSPECTOR

No person other than a State-certified employee of an inspection station shall
issue a certificate of inspection and approval.

The State certified inspector of an inspection station will be held responsible for
his actions as an individual. As such, the State certification will be subject to all
rules and regulations for vehicle inspections and may be suspended or revoked for
improper conduct, attitude, or for any act which is in violation of any Federal,
State, City or Town Law, rule, regulation or ordinance.

1.8.3 SUSPENSION OF NON-RESIDENT REGISTRATION RIGHT TO
HAVE OPERATED.

Reference: 31-7-5
The Director of the Department of Revenue or his designee may suspend the non-

resident right(s) to have operated in the State, any vehicle found in violation of
any applicable inspection law, rule or regulation.
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1.9 NOTICE AND DEMAND (Defective Equipment Tag)
Reference: 31-38-3 & 31-38-4

“Notice and Demand” is the regulation established by the Department to enforce
and control the violations that have been reported as not complying with the
Inspection Laws or regulations. These “Notice and Demand” cards may be issued
by any proper officer who is empowered with the power of arrest, the Assistant
Director of Motor Vehicles, Administrator of Motor Vehicles or any Investigator,
Examiner or Inspector appointed by the Administrator of Motor Vehicles.

When a motorist reports to an inspection station with a notice and demand, you
must check the vehicle for repair of the particular equipment that is marked as
defective. If the vehicle is approved, fill out the reverse side of the notice and
demand card completely, using your station stamp and be sure to sign and date
this notice.

If a defect is found on the vehicle that is not marked on the notice and demand
card, DO NOT approve the vehicle until the defect is corrected. If an inspection
sticker is required, inspect the vehicle completely and issue a new sticker; be sure
to write the sticker number on the notice and demand.

RETURN the notice to the customer and advise him/her that this notice must be
returned to the Motor Vehicle Safety and Emission Control Division. Failure to
have the notice returned within five (5) days to the Division could cause the
owner’s registration to be suspended.

1.10 INSPECTION REFUSAL

No inspection station shall refuse to inspect a vehicle that is presented for
inspection during its normal inspection hours.

It is permissible that stations may set up inspections by appointments providing
they maintain a list in the form of inspection appointments showing the dates and
times for the particular appointments.

If an inspection station is unable to properly inspect a foreign vehicle or certain

large commercial type vehicles due to specialized equipment being needed, he
may refuse this type of inspection and refer the owner to a more qualified station.

17



1.10 INSPECTION REFUSAL (CONT.)

However, this consideration is not to be construed as a means to refuse certain
vehicles and not others. If a complaint is investigated and it is disclosed that
inspections were conducted on certain foreign vehicles and others were refused,
the station will be subject to suspension or revocation.

If the station cannot provide an official inspection due to sickness or absenteeism
of the authorized inspector(s) during his normal inspection hours, he must make
an agreeable appointment with the customer to provide for an official inspection
within the next twenty-four (24) normal inspection hours of the station. This
agreement is not to be construed as an extension of time to have the vehicle
inspected.

1.10.1 INSPECTION APPROVAL STICKER SYSTEM

All vehicles under 8,500 pounds will be issued approval stickers which will be
supplied by a computer generated printer for a two (2) year period.

Vehicles that are required to be safety inspected only will be issued the basic
yearly approval sticker that will be purchased by the appropriate inspection
station from the Inspection Office. The approval stickers must be issued in
numerical order. The necessary monthly inserts will be provided at no cost to the
station.

These monthly inserts are designed to be applied to the basic yearly sticker and
must be issued in accordance with the month in which the vehicle is being
inspected and approved.

When a vehicle has been approved and the sticker information has been properly
recorded, you should proceed as follows:

1. Remove the sticker from the computer-controlled printer and
affix it to the vehicle as directed.

OR:

2. Remove the protective covering and carefully remove one
monthly insert number (1-12) one at a time as needed and
place it in the space provided on the basic sticker in a manner
so that the insert number does not appear backwards, when it
is applied to the vehicle.
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1.11 INSPECTION STICKERS
Reference: 31-38-4

A certificate of approval (inspection sticker) is to be issued only after a vehicle
has passed every part of the inspection as required. Complete the required
information on the inspection report and sticker with a ball-point pen for vehicles
over 8,500 Ibs. or as may be printed by a computer for vehicles under 8,500 Ibs.

PLACE THE NEW STICKER ON THE INSIDE LOWER RIGHT HAND
CORNER OF THE WINDSHIELD AS VIEWED WHEN SITTING IN THE
VEHICLE IN THE DRIVER’S POSITION SO AS NOT TO OBSTRUCT
THE OPERATOR’S VISION. (See exceptions)

On motorcycles, affix the motorcycle sticker on the rear fender so as to be visible
from the rear of the vehicle.

On trailers and semi-trailers (including livestock trailers and semi-trailers) the
sticker should be affixed to a permanent part of the rear side of the trailer near the
right side so as to be visible from the rear of the vehicle.

Report all cases of missing or stolen stickers or sticker stock material in writing to
the Motor Vehicle Safety and Emission Control Office, the State contractor (if
applicable) and local police as soon as possible.

The inspection sticker is not transferable to another vehicle and; therefore, is void
when it is removed from a windshield and placed on or used as proof of
inspection for a different vehicle. The current inspection stickers are self-voiding,
and the letters “VV O | D” will appear on the face of the sticker if it is removed
from a windshield. The letters “V O | D” do not invalidate the sticker if the
sticker is being displayed on or produced for the same vehicle for which it was
issued.

Loaning, borrowing or selling stickers or failure to have a supply of stickers on
hand at the station at all times shall be cause for suspension of the inspection
station permit.

All sticker requisitions and reports must be signed by an authorized person and
stamped with the official stamp with the trade name that is displayed on the
official inspection station permit.  All stickers must be requisitioned on
Department approved forms.
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1.11 INSPECTION STICKERS (CONT.)

A copy of each sticker requisition order shall be retained for filing in the station
and available for inspection at the station.

The proper fee must accompany each sticker requisition. Stickers will be sold in
prepared books.

Any police officer, agent of the Motor Vehicle Safety and Emission Control
Division, or authorized agent of the Division of Motor Vehicles, may remove any
inspection sticker from any motor vehicle:

. After proving that the vehicle has not been inspected properly.
Is displaying a stolen, expired, or fraudulent sticker.

. Is displaying a sticker issued to another vehicle.

Is unfit and unsafe for highway use.

Apwbh e

1.11.1 AFFIXING STICKER TO VEHICLES

In order to prevent stickers from being lost or affixed to defective vehicles, it is
required that the inspector affix the sticker in an upright position to the particular
vehicle so approved, and not hand it to the customer to be affixed to the vehicle,
except that on occasion, persons may object to affixing the sticker to the plastic
inner surface of the “inner shield windshield” that some vehicles were equipped
with starting with some of the 1984 models. Under these conditions, you may
issue the approved sticker to the customer in the following manner:

1. Fill in the required information on the sticker with a ball point
pen for vehicles over 8,500 Ibs. or as may be printed by a
computer for vehicles under 8,500 Ibs.

2. Remove plastic cover on sticker and apply monthly insert to
the sticker or as directed by State contractor.

3. Replace the protective plastic cover over face of insert and

sticker or as may be directed by the State contractor and issue
to customer.
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1.11.2 REMOVING STICKER FROM INNER SHIELD

Starting with some of the 1984 models, certain vehicles will be equipped with
windshield glass with a transparent sheet of plastic (inner shield) on its inner
surface facing the passenger compartment. Removing a sticker from this surface
may cause damage to the windshield if you do not remove the sticker properly.

Some of the windshields can be identified with markings indicating that the
vehicle is equipped with a plastic inner surface windshield. When removing
items from this type of windshield, DO NOT USE A METAL RAZOR OR
OTHER METAL TOOL.

It is recommended that a plastic scraper be used to lift up a corner of the decal.
Pull on the decal with a slow, steady pull. Try to peel the decal off in one piece if
possible. Traces of adhesive and/or decal material can be gently scraped up or
rubbed off with your fingertips. ABRASIVE CLEANERS SHOULD NOT BE
USED. Stubborn deposits can be removed by using a liquid household glass
cleaner, rubbing alcohol, mineral spirits, or naphtha. Ask the owner for removal
instructions that have been provided by the manufacturer.

1.12 EXEMPTIONS AND VARIANCES
References: 31-23-3, 31-38-4, 31-38-14
The Law exempts certain vehicles from compulsory inspection.

The Department or its designee(s) may authorize any inspection station to issue a
certificate of inspection and approval to any vehicle after concluding that a
reasonable effort to meet the emission standards has been made.

Persons seeking an emission variance from the emission standards will be
required to apply to the main office of the Motor Vehicle Safety and Emission
Control Division for an “APPLICATION FOR EXEMPTION OF EMISSION
REQUIREMENTS” which will require that the vehicle be inspected by a certified
inspector and/or a State-employed inspector who both have to confirm that the
vehicle involved is equipped with all emission control devices required at the time
of manufacture and that these emission control devices are in good working order.

A state-certified inspector may operate or move a vehicle upon the highways with

proper registration plates attached without producing or displaying a certificate of
inspection, only as may be necessary to transport the vehicle to and from the place
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1.12 EXEMPTIONS AND VARIANCES (CONT.)

of inspection or to test and repair the vehicle in conjunction with the inspection of
the vehicle, provided however, that the vehicle is not registered to him personally
or is not in such unsafe condition as to brakes, steering or other equipment as
would be hazardous for use on the public highways.

The exemptions and/or variances as interpreted do not excuse the owner from
maintaining these vehicles in proper condition and this interpretation does not
relieve the owner of such vehicle from the obligation of having a safe vehicle on
the public highway.

Waivers will be considered individually and be identified as:

COST LIMIT WAIVERS (CL)
DIAGNOSTIC INSPECTION WAIVERS (DI)
REPAIR-TIME DELAY WAIVERS (RT)

The Department of Revenue has determined in accordance with the Inspection
Laws that certain vehicles and vehicles that are “LIMITED IN THEIR SCOPE
OF OPERATION” are exempt from compulsory safety and emissions
inspection.

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES ARE EXEMPT FROM SAFETY AND
EMISSIONS INSPECTION ACCORDINGLY:

New motor vehicles with first title, until twenty-four (24) months after their first
date of purchase or twenty-four thousand (24,000) miles, whichever occurs first.

Motorized wheelchairs. Motorized bicycles and/or motorized tricycles unless
required by special laws or regulations.

Vehicles that are registered with plates identified as in-transit, racer-tow, bailee or
transporter and other vehicles with properly issued loan agreements, and various
temporary permits.

Competition and off-road vehicles that are not registered and used solely for off-
highway activities.

Vehicles owned or controlled by a Rhode Island licensed dealer for the first five

(5) Division of Motor Vehicles business days after the vehicle is owned or
controlled by the dealer.
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1.12 EXEMPTIONS AND VARIANCES (CONT.)

Other vehicles at the discretion of the Department for portions of an inspection
cycle to advance or delay the inspection in order to match the registration and the
inspection cycle.

Vehicles registered with Antique Plates are exempt, however, some antique
registered vehicles also registered with passenger plates may be presented for
inspection in order to comply with the state law that allows the unlimited use of
such a vehicle if it passes a proper inspection.

Farm tractors effective January 1, 1985.

Trailers with a registered gross weight of 1,000 pounds or less, unless used for
transportation of horses and other livestock.

Special mobile equipment as defined by law (31-1-9).
Any vehicle while it is stored off the public road.

THE FOLLOWING VEHICLES ARE EXEMPT FROM THE EMISSIONS
INSPECTION ACCORDINGLY:

A motor vehicle twenty five (25) model years old or older will be given the
required safety and emissions test for the same fees as other vehicles but will not
be denied the approval if the owner fails to complete any emission repairs. The
vehicle owner may choose either the TSI OR TRANSIENT emissions test.

Electric vehicles, motorcycles, and those vehicles which are registered for more
than 8,500 pounds gross weight will be exempt from the emissions inspection.

A motor vehicle with an exchanged engine shall be inspected for emission
compliance by applying the emission standards and criteria for motor vehicle
emissions inspections based on the chassis model year of the vehicle. Except that
if the engine installed in the vehicle at the time of inspection is newer than the
chassis model year, the inspection standards and criteria for motor vehicle
emissions inspections shall be based on the model year of the engine.

All reconstructed and homemade vehicles shall be inspected for emissions
compliance using the standards and test procedures applicable for exhaust
emission, functional emissions control devices and visual inspection for each
individual vehicle based on the engine year of the engine installed in the vehicle
at the time of the inspection.
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1.12 EXEMPTIONS AND VARIANCES (CONT.)

A vehicle with an engine that has been changed from one fuel type to another fuel
type (e.g. from a diesel engine to a gasoline engine) that is subject to these
regulations shall be subject to the test procedures and standards for the current
fuel type of the engine installed in the vehicle at the time of inspection.

All trucks and vans shall be tested in accordance with the emission standards for
motor vehicles as determined by the manufacturers’ gross vehicle weight rating
(GVWR). If no manufacturer’s GVWR is available, then the vehicle shall be
tested according to the GVWR as determined by the Department.

Motor vehicles that present prohibitive emission inspection problems or are
inappropriate for emission inspection, regardless of its age, are exempt from the
dynamometer test. These vehicles must pass the safety inspection and are
required to pass a BASIC  (two-speed idle,) emissions test for the same fee as
other vehicles.

These vehicles will be rejected and subject to suspension if they fail the
inspection requirements. These exemptions include vehicles identified as, but not
limited to, the following:

Vehicles that CANNOT normally maintain a constant speed of thirty miles per
hour.

Vehicles that are insured as CLASSIC vehicles.
Vehicles manufactured as ‘KIT CARS” or “RECONSTRUCTED VEHICLES”.

Vehicles equipped with FULL TIME ALL WHEEL DRIVE, ALL WHEEL
DRIVE OR TRACTION CONTROL SYSTEMS that cannot be disengaged.

COST LIMIT WAIVER (CL)

Repair cost limit waivers will be considered if the cost of the emission related
repairs were completed within sixty (60) days prior to the rejection date of the
inspection. The cost of the repairs must be confirmed with original receipts from
recognized licensed retailers. These original receipts must be surrendered to the
inspector considering the waiver. The cost of repairs may not include the cost
covered under any Federal warranty program or for repairing any tampered
emission items.
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1.12 EXEMPTIONS AND VARIANCES (CONT.)

The repair cost limit will be adjusted each January according to the E.P.A.
requirements and the consumer price index.

Repair cost limit waivers must qualify each inspection cycle.

DIAGNOSTIC INSPECTION WAIVERS (DI)

Diagnostic waivers will be considered for vehicles that fail the inspection. It must
be demonstrated to the State that the required applicable emission devices are in
place and are operating properly. It must be further demonstrated that the
required parts needed for the repairs are not available and that no additional
further repairs are reasonably possible.

Diagnostic waivers must qualify each inspection cycle.

REPAIR TIME DELAY WAIVERS (RT)

A repair time delay waiver will be issued to the registered owner of a vehicle in
compliance with the low- income requirements of the RIPAE PROGRAM
established by the Department of Elderly Affairs or the GOLD CARD program
established by the Department of Human Services. The owner will have to pay
the required inspection fee and apply to the Inspection Office with the rejected
vehicle under consideration along with the rejection report and the low- income
credentials within the thirty (30) day rejection period.

The Repair Time Delay waivers are a one time delay of emission repairs for the
specific vehicle and may not qualify in future cycles, regardless of any change in
the ownership of the vehicle.

1.13 OUT OF STATE INSPECTION

Reference: 31-38-4 (B)

On occasion, vehicles are not in the State of Rhode Island during the month that
its current inspection approval expires and it is reasonable to understand that these

vehicles should not be expected to be returned to Rhode Island solely for the
purpose of inspection.
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1.13 OUT OF STATE INSPECTION (CONT.)

The State will accept the certificate of inspection and approval issued to a vehicle
that was not in the State of Rhode Island during the month that it’s inspection
approval expired providing that the out of state authority has a safety and
emissions inspection law similar to the one in Rhode Island.

These regulations are not to be interpreted to mean that a Rhode Island registered
vehicle can be taken out of state to be inspected. This privilege is only granted to
vehicles that are not in Rhode Island during the expiration month of the current
approval.

This out-of-state inspection certificate will be honored for five (5) days when the
vehicle is returned to Rhode Island.

In the event that a vehicle has not been inspected in another state, the vehicle will
be allowed five (5) Division of Motor Vehicles business days upon its return to
the State of Rhode Island in which to obtain an inspection approval.

The burden of proof that the vehicle was out of state at the time the existing
approval on the vehicle expired is solely the responsibility of the registered
owner.

1.13.1 INSPECTION OF VEHICLES PURCHASED OUTSIDE THE
STATE.

Reference: 31-38-5

When a motor vehicle is purchased out of state by a resident of this state, the
owner of said vehicle shall have five (5) business days from the date of registering
said vehicle to obtain a certificate of inspection.

1.14 NEW VEHICLES

References: 31-38-4, 31-47.1-5.

Every new vehicle purchased after June 1, 1999 (except public conveyance type
vehicles that are required to be inspected by the State) that is registered by a new
owner shall be inspected before it is twenty four (24) months old from the first

purchase date or before the vehicle has accumulated twenty-four-thousand
(24,000) miles, whichever occurs first.
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1.15 USED VEHICLES

Used vehicles, that are registered by a new owner that are operated on the public
roads must be inspected and approved within five (5) Division of Motor Vehicles
business days from the date of registering the used vehicle REGARDLESS OF
THE MODEL YEAR OR MILEAGE OF THE USED VEHICLE except that a
vehicle with a current Rhode Island valid inspection approval need not be
inspected until the current approval expires.

1.16 RETAIL SELLER (DEALER)

References: 31-1-19 (a), 31-38-1, 31-38-4

No “Dealer” of new and/or used vehicles, shall sell at retail a used vehicle unless
a new inspection of the used vehicle has been conducted and a new certificate of
inspection and approval is affixed to the vehicle while the vehicle is owned or
controlled by the dealer within ninety (90) days before the date of sale or 500
miles, whichever occurs first.

Used vehicles, owned, operated or controlled by a dealer that are operated on the
public roads must be inspected and approved within five (5) Division of Motor
Vehicles business days from the date of obtaining the vehicle REGARDLESS OF
THE MODEL YEAR OR MILEAGE OF THE USED VEHICLE except that a
vehicle with a current Rhode Island valid inspection approval sticker need not be
inspected until date of sale.

Used vehicles sold or used by a dealer are expected to meet all safety and
emission inspection requirements and will not be granted any repair time
delay waivers or cost limit waivers.

Dealers with no dealer plate may produce a copy of their license showing their
dealer number. This may be used in place of a plate number for the purpose of
inspection.

1.17 TEMPORARY REGISTRATIONS

Any motor vehicle that is being operated with a temporary certificate of

registration or a loan agreement is limited in its scope of operation and is not
required to display a current inspection approval.
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1.18 SUSPENDED VEHICLES

Vehicles that have been suspended for defective equipment and whose inspection
approval sticker has been removed from the vehicle, have five (5) Division of
Motor Vehicles business days from the date of reinstatement to obtain a new
approval.

1.19 REPAIRS

The owner of a vehicle has the exclusive right to determine by whom any
necessary repairs will be made. As an inspection station, you should not make
repairs without authorization by the owner of the vehicle. If you take it upon
yourself to repair a vehicle and the owner of the vehicle refuses to pay for the
work done, the Department will not be able to support your position in collecting
your fee.

1.20 GOING OUT OF BUSINESS
Reference: 31-38-12

Official inspection station operators, upon going out of business shall notify the
Inspection Office in writing and shall immediately return to said office the license
certificate, issued, with all used and unused stickers and other reports maintained
during the past two inspection years plus the current year.

Unused inspection stickers purchased by inspection stations may be re-purchased
by the State if returned in good condition within three (3) months of the
inspection year for which the sticker was issued. Stickers returned to the
Inspection Office in good condition will be processed for refund by Motor
Vehicle Inspection personnel.

Stations under contract with a State selected contractor should notify the
contractor and follow their requirements.
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1.22 FOREIGN AND AMERICAN MADE VEHICLES

The inspection of vehicles applies to foreign made vehicles as well as American
Made vehicles. However, there are some vehicles that cannot be inspected in the
usual manner. Therefore, when inspecting these vehicles, you are authorized to
follow the manufacturer’s recommendations for inspection and to reject any
vehicle for a safety and/or emission item identified in the manual that is worn,
missing, broken or defective in any manner that exceeds the manufacturer’s
tolerance for replacement.

1.23 VOLUNTARY INSPECTIONS

Any Rhode Island registered vehicle may be inspected on a voluntary basis at any
time before the expiration date of the inspection approval sticker which is affixed
to the vehicle.

Vehicles may be presented for a voluntary inspection before the expiration of the
manufacturer’s safety and/or emission warranty.

Vehicles not registered in Rhode Island which are registered in another state and
presented for inspection shall be inspected in accordance with all regulations for
Rhode Island registered vehicles.

Vehicles that are owned and/or operated by a Federal Agency that operate in a
State that has an inspection program may be presented for a voluntary inspection
in order to meet Federal requirements that may require these vehicles be
inspected.

Other voluntary inspections usually come about when people are visiting from out
of state during their home state inspection period, as well as diplomat’s vehicles,
inspection challenges, or for institutions which may require an inspection
approval before the vehicle is allowed on the premises.

Inspection approval stickers may be issued to these vehicles according to the
month in which they are approved.
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REQUIREMENTS FOR APPROVED INSPECTION STATIONS

In accepting the appointment as the owner and/or the responsible agent of an
official inspection station, you are responsible for, and required to maintain:
qualified personnel, space, tools, approved testing equipment, a bond or liability
insurance, inspection reports, printing supplies and/or approval stickers, rejection
reports and a copy of all the rules and regulations. Any violation of these
requirements will be cause for immediate suspension of your inspection permit.

Application for permit shall be made upon an official form and shall be granted
only when the Director of the Department of Revenue or his designee, is satisfied
that the station is properly equipped and has competent personnel to make such
inspections and adjustments. The Director of the Department of Revenue, or his
designee, before issuing a permit will require the applicant to file a bond or a
Garage Keeper’s Legal Liability and Garage Liability Insurance Policy
conditioned that it will make compensation for any damage to a vehicle during an
inspection road test or adjustment due to negligence on the part of such station
owner or its employees.

2.0 STATION CLASSIFICATIONS

Stations will be issued inspection permits for a 12-month period and classified
according to the size and type of vehicles to be inspected and are required to
maintain inspection tools of capable size and type to inspect all the vehicles
designated according to the approved station classification as follows:

CLASS EA: All motor vehicles and all trailers registered with a gross
weight of more than 1,000 pounds EXCEPT livestock
trailers, livestock semi-trailers and motorcycles.

CLASS EB: All motor vehicles that are registered with a gross weight
of 8,500 pounds or less, EXCEPT trailers, livestock trailers,
livestock semi-trailers and motorcycles.

CLASS C:  All motor vehicles registered with a gross weight of more
than 8,500 pounds and all trailers registered with a gross
weight of more than 1,000 pounds, EXCEPT livestock
trailers, livestock semi-trailers and motorcycles.

CLASS D: May be added to any class for diesel inspections.

CLASS F:  May be added to any class that is limited to Fleets only.
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2.0 STATION CLASSIFICATIONS (CONT.)
CLASS L: Livestock trailers and livestock semi-trailers.

CLASS LD: Light duty vehicles only. Motor vehicles registered with a
gross weight of 8,501 thru 15,000 pounds, EXCEPT:
trailers, livestock trailers, livestock semi-trailers and
motorcycles.

CLASS M:  Motorcycles, motorized bicycles and motorized tricycles.

No inspection permit shall be assigned or transferred or used at any location other
than therein designated.

No inspection permit shall be assigned to a location that is currently assigned a
permit of a similar class.

REQUIREMENTS FOR APPROVED INSPECTION STATIONS
2.1 INSPECTION LANE OR BAY REQUIREMENTS

All inspection lanes or bays should be enclosed in a building with a smooth, flat
substantial floor on which the vehicle will stand. It is to be available for the
purpose of vehicle inspection during the entire calendar year.

The size requirements of every inspection lane or bay will be approved based on
the type and the size of the vehicles required to be inspected. All required
inspection equipment shall be located in the inspection lane or bay and kept
reasonably clean.

Every appointed inspection station will be required to have at least one approved
inspection lane or bay meeting the following requirements according to the
station’s classification.

CLASS EA: The inspection lane or bay shall be at least 55 feet long by
12 feet wide with an entrance door at least 11 feet in height
and spaced so as to meet the class B requirements.

Large vehicles will be allowed to be inspected outside the
inspection lane if the vehicle or combination of vehicles
cannot fit into a Class A or C lane or bay. Additional space
may be required according to the requirements of the State
selected inspection contractor and for the type of
dynamometer selected for the emissions inspections.
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2.1 INSPECTION LANE OR BAY REQUIREMENTS (CONT.)

CLASS EB: The inspection lane or bay shall be at least 25 feet long by

CLASS C:

CLASS F:

CLASS L:

CLASS LD:

CLASS M:

12 feet wide. This is to allow for a 20 foot long vehicle
plus an additional 5 feet for the inspector’s work area.
Additional space may be required according to the
Requirements of the State selected inspection contractor
And for the type of dynamometer selected for the emission
inspection program.

Same as Class A (trailers and vehicles over 8,500 pounds)

The space and equipment requirements of these inspection
lanes or bays will be determined according to the type of
vehicles registered by the fleet owner.

Same as Class A (livestock vehicles of any weight).

Light duty vehicles only. The inspection lane or bay shall
be at least 40 feet long by 12 feet wide with an entrance
door at least 11 feet in height. Limited to vehicles with

a gross vehicle weight of 8,501 thru 15,000 pounds.

The equipment requirements are the same as Class A.

The inspection lane or bay shall be at least 15 feet long
by 6 feet wide. This is to allow 10 feet of space for the
vehicle plus an additional 5 feet for the inspector’s space.
Additional motorcycle, motorized bicycles and motorized
tricycle requirements may be found in Section 2.2.

2.1.1 CERTIFIED INSPECTOR

Each non-emission inspection station must employ at least one state-certified
inspector to inspect vehicles during the normal inspection hours as listed on the

license application.

Each emission inspection station must employ at least one state-certified inspector
to inspect vehicles, who has been trained and certified by the state selected
contractor (or their designee), as being capable of operating all the necessary
equipment needed to properly inspect vehicles.

A person may be appointed as a certified inspector if he/she is at least eighteen
(18) years of age with a valid driver’s license who has successfully completed a
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2.1.1 CERTIFIED INSPECTOR (CONT.)

satisfactory training course in vehicle safety and emission inspection that has been
approved by the Division of Motor Vehicles.

The certified inspector must be able to demonstrate to the authorities that he/she is
capable of operating and calibrating all required testing equipment and capable of
inspecting vehicles.

The ‘CERTIFIED VEHICLE INSPECTOR’ certification or other certifications
issued by the State must be posted in a conspicuous location visible to the public
at the inspection station where the inspector is employed to inspect vehicles. The
certified vehicle inspector may post or display additional training certifications or

recognitions relative to safety and emission inspection and repairs that have been
required or approved by the State.

2.1.2 INSPECTION STATION SIGN

Each inspection station must be suitably identified by a sign that is visible from
the normal main entrance to the inspection station. The sign must be in letters and
numbers at least 3” in height and %” in width and must bear the words “Rhode
Island Official Inspection Station” along with the station number that has been
assigned by the State.

The State will accept signs that contain the letters R.l. in place of the words
“Rhode Island”.

2.1.3 INSPECTION STATION HAND STAMP

A rubber stamp with the station number, name and address approximately 2-1/2”
long by % wide is required.
This stamp is to be used on state reports and sticker order purchase cards.

2.1.4 (RESERVED)

2.15 TIRE DEPTH GAUGE

The tire depth gauge must be graduated in 1/32nds of an inch.
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2.1.6 BRAKE LINING GAUGE

A gauge suitable for measuring the thickness of drum and disc brake lining
material when mounted (either bonded or riveted). The gauge must be graduated
in 1/64ths of an inch.

2.1.7 BRAKE DRUM GAUGE

The brake drum inspection gauge or micrometer must be graduated in thousandths
of an inch.

2.1.8 BRAKE DISC GAUGE
A micrometer type brake disc inspection gauge, capable of reading measurements

in one-thousandths of an inch increments, to determine the thickness of the brake
rotor disc.

2.1.9 BALL JOINT GAUGE

A ball joint gauge or similar device which is capable of measuring the vertical and
horizontal movement of steering and suspension components including ball joints
in order to determine the amount of play or movement. This unit must be a
micrometer-type dial indicator instrument capable of reading measurements in
one-thousandths of an inch increments.

2.1.10 WHEEL ALIGNMENT TESTING EQUIPMENT

Must include sideslip indicator, capable of measuring side slip or scuff at 30 feet
per mile.

2.1.11 TAPE MEASURE

The tape measure must be at least 15 feet long and distinctively marked at 24” —
80” and 14 feet.

2.1.12 LIFTS AND JACKS
Stations authorized to inspect for safety and emissions must be equipped with at
least one vehicle lift capable of lifting vehicles with a capacity weight of 8500

pounds. Stations authorized to inspect trailers must be equipped with a portable
jack capable of lifting at least one axle of the trailer.
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2.1.13 CLEAN AND FREE OF HAZARDS

Inspection areas must be free of hazards that could cause injury to persons
or damage to vehicles, such as open fires, exposed gasoline, spraying equipment,
pits and slippery floors.

2.1.14 GARAGE LIABILITY INSURANCE

Each inspection station will be required to file a bond with the State, or show
evidence of an active GARAGE KEEPER’S LEGAL LIABILITY INSURANCE
POLICY with a minimum of $25,000 liability coverage as well as a GARAGE
LIABILITY INSURANCE POLICY meeting the minimum state limits which will
afford liability coverage for the customer’s vehicle while it is being tested or used
in connection with the inspection of the vehicle.

2.1.15 EMISSION TESTING EQUIPMENT AND CALIBRATION GASES

Emission inspection equipment must be capable of performing the emissions
inspection for vehicles required to be inspected for emissions in accordance with
the procedures established by the State selected contractor. Each analyzer shall
be equipped with all necessary valves, hoses and other equipment to calibrate the
analyzer along with a supply of calibration gases in concentrations that meet the
manufacturer’s specifications for calibration of the analyzer. The State reserves
the right to examine any gas or equipment used to calibrate emission analyzers.

Each station will be required to gas check the calibration of each analyzer used for
inspection at least once every 72 hours.

Any analyzer found out of calibration will be ordered out of service and the
station subject to immediate suspension for not being properly equipped.
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2.2 MOTORCYCLE STATIONS

The General Provisions, Station Requirements and Inspection Procedures for
motorcycle inspection stations are the same as other inspection stations as
provided in the Official Manual for Vehicle Inspection except as to those
provisions which by their nature can have no application.

Each motorcycle inspection station is expected to have at least one (1) STATE
CERTIFIED INSPECTOR who has been licensed as a motorcycle operator for at
least one (1) year and is familiar with motorcycle repair problems. He shall have
had at least one (1) years’ experience as a motorcycle mechanic.

Each motorcycle inspection station will be held fully responsible for the approval
of each and every motorcycle, motorized bicycle or motorized tricycle presented
for inspection as to the compliance with all the inspection rules and regulations
except as to the strength of the materials used or the quality of the workmanship
of any cycle that is presented for inspection.

Each motorcycle inspection station is authorized to inspect motorcycles and any
motorized bicycle or motorized tricycle that may be required to be inspected by
any city or town ordinance.
Each motorcycle inspection station must meet all the requirements of regular
stations except those requirements that by their nature have no application to the
cycle, provided however, that every motorcycle inspection station have:
1. An inspection lane at least 15 feet long and 6 feet wide.
This is to allow 10 feet of space for the vehicle plus an
additional 5 feet for the inspector’s workspace.
2. Arigid tape measure marked at ¥, 15” and 18”.
3. Measuring tools for rake and trail including:

a. An adjustable or collapsible straight-edge (such as a
collapsible auto radio antenna or 6 foot folding ruler.)

b. A 6 inch protractor for measuring degrees of a circle.

c. Arigid carpenter’s framing square marked off in inches
with each side at least 16 inches in length.
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2.3 FLEET STATIONS

The General Provisions, Station Requirements and Inspection Procedures for
fleet inspection stations are the same as other inspection stations as provided in
the Official Manual for Vehicle Inspection except as to those provisions which by
their nature can have no application.

An establishment (including any town, city, state or federal agency) may be
approved as a “Fleet Station” if it owns, services, uses or has registered in Rhode
Island ten (10) or more vehicles that are required to be inspected. They may also
inspect other vehicles that are leased to them.

Fleet stations for vehicles that are not required to be inspected for emissions will
be sold inspection stickers in reasonable amounts (increments of 10’s) according
to the number of vehicles that they own or lease. They will not be allowed to
inspect any other vehicles.

Fleet stations for vehicles that are required to be inspected for emissions will be
required to obtain the inspection approval stickers in accordance with the
requirements established by the State selected contractor responsible for the
emissions inspection program. They will not be allowed to inspect any other
vehicles.

The space and equipment requirements for fleet stations will be the same as
required for non-fleet stations except for inspection station signs and liability
insurance required by the State. Other insurance required by the State selected
contractor will have to be met. Other requirements may be exempted upon
written request on an individual basis depending upon the needs of the individual
station.

Fleet stations will be expected to keep their own maintenance records and
maintain all other records as required by public stations and such records and
equipment shall be available for examination by the proper agent of the
Department. Fleet stations must notify the Inspection Division in writing of any
increase or decrease of vehicles registered or leased in their name.

Any violation of the inspection regulations by a fleet station operator will be
sufficient cause for suspension of the permit.

37



2.4 LIVESTOCK TRAILER INSPECTION STATIONS

EFFECTIVE MARCH 1, 1997, all trailers and semi-trailers used to transport
horses or other livestock, irrespective of the registered gross weight, shall be
subject to the provisions of Chapter 31-38 of the General Laws entitled
“Inspection of Motor Vehicles” and shall be inspected for vehicle safety items and
other safety requirements needed for the transportation of horses and other
livestock before the end of June of each year.

All inspection stations appointed to inspect trailers and semi-trailers used for the
transportation of horses or other livestock will be identified as “LIVESTOCK
TRAILER INSPECTION STATIONS”.

The General Provisions, Station Requirements and Inspection Procedures for
Livestock Trailer Inspection Stations are the same as other inspection stations as
provided in the Official Manual for Vehicle Inspection except as to those
provisions which by their nature can have no application.

Each station owner shall employ at least one state certified inspector, who must be
at least eighteen (18) years of age with a valid driver’s license who has
successfully completed a satisfactory training course in auto safety that has been
approved by the Division of Motor Vehicles.

Each livestock trailer inspection station must employ at least one certified
inspector who is also knowledgeable in the safety requirements for the
transportation of horses and other livestock and who is available during normal
inspection hours as listed on the license application.

Each livestock trailer inspection station will be held fully responsible for the
approval of each and every vehicle presented for inspection as to the compliance
with all the applicable inspection rules and regulations.

Any violation of the Inspection Law or Regulations by a Livestock Trailer station

operator or employee will be sufficient cause for the suspension of the inspection
permit.
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EQUIPMENT INSPECTION STANDARDS
PROCEDURES, REQUIREMENTS AND CAUSE FOR REJECTION

GENERAL REJECTIONS

The following procedures and rejections are listed so as to designate what to
inspect and reject in a motor vehicle, however, because of the complex design of
many motor vehicles both foreign and domestic, it is possible on occasion to
discover a defective safety or emission item or assembly identified in this manual
that does not have a listed cause for rejection.

In view of this situation, you are authorized to follow the manufacturer’s
recommendations for inspection and to reject any vehicle for a safety item that is

identified in this manual that is worn, missing, broken or defective in any manner
that exceeds the manufacturer’s tolerance for replacement.

3.0 AIR BAGS

When a vehicle is equipped with air bag(s), they shall at all times be maintained
in good working condition.

Cause for rejection:

1. Any air bag that is missing or deployed.
2. Air bag light is on all the time.

3.1 BACK-UP LAMPS

References: 31-24-20 and 31-24-38

Any motor vehicle may be equipped with back-up lamps either separately or in
combination with other lamps but any such back-up lamp shall not be lighted
when the motor vehicle is in a forward motion nor shall the back-up lamp emit
any color other than white.

A back up lamp, as such, is not a mandatory requirement, therefore, vehicles with

defective back-up lamps may be approved for inspection provided the back-up
lamp does not light when the vehicle is operating in any of its forward gears.
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3.1 BACK UP LAMPS (CONT.)
Cause for rejection:

1. Back-up lamp lights when the vehicle is operating in any
forward gear.
2. Lamp shows a color other than white.

3.2 BODY ITEMS

Inspect the condition of the vehicle body for missing or dangerously damaged
parts of the body that, if missing, broken or dangerously damaged, could cause
injuries to any passenger or pedestrian or damage to other vehicles on the
highway. Also check to see if the required lights are obstructed by parts of the
body.

The front doors of vehicles should hold closed and open properly. Other doors
and rear compartment covers may be passed if they are securely closed and are
not apt to open by accident. Any passenger door or front hood that is tied down
with rope, wire or similar material, should be rejected.

Body frames, chassis, running boards, floor boards including trunk bottoms and
other parts of the vehicle that are rusted out should be rejected if they are
considered dangerously damaged or if they allow excessive fumes to enter the
passenger compartment.

The driver’s side front door window must be capable of being opened to allow for
a proper hand signal.

Cause for rejection:

1. Any body item that is dangerously damaged.

2. Any rotted section that is damaged or can cause
fumes to enter the passenger compartment.

3. Any passenger door or hood that does not hold securely or
is tied down.

4. Any body item or attachment that obstructs any required
lighting device.

5. Any front door that does not hold closed or open properly.

6. Any cracked, broken, loose of sagging frame member.
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3.2 BODY ITEMS (CONT))

7. Any loose or missing locking pins or fasteners including
fasteners attaching functional components such as engine,
transmission steering gear, suspension, body parts, fifth wheel,
adjustable axles.

8. Any body condition that causes the body or frame to contact
any tire or moving part of a wheel assembly.

3.3 BRAKES
References: 31-23-4 thru 31-23-7

Every motor vehicle, trailer, or semi-trailer sold in this state and operated upon
the highway SHALL BE EQUIPPED WITH SERVICE BRAKES UPON ALL
WHEELS OF EVERY SUCH VEHICLE, (except any motorcycle or motor
driven cycle, or as may be exempt by State Laws or Federal Regulations) and
except that any trailer or semi-trailer of less than four thousand (4,000) pounds
gross weight need not be equipped with brakes.

Rhode Island General Law § 31-23-5 requires that:

Any vehicle or combination of vehicles having brakes on all wheels are expected
to stop within the statutory requirements of 30" at 20 mph. and the vehicles or
combination of vehicles not having brakes on all wheels are expected to stop
within 40° at 20 mph.

OR

The vehicle or combination of vehicles having brakes on all wheels should be
capable of developing deceleration equal to or greater than 13’ per second per
second, when the vehicle is equipped with brakes on all of its wheels or 10.7” per
second per second when the vehicle or combination of vehicles do not have
brakes on all of its wheels.

The simple tests that follow are recommended for inspection stations. It is
intended that these tests and inspections be performed by qualified inspection
personnel. Test results will indicate whether or not a vehicle has reasonably safe
brakes at the time of inspection.
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3.3 BRAKES (CONT.)
Brake system failure indicator lamp -

Passenger vehicles manufactured after January 1, 1968 are equipped with a brake
failure warning lamp, check the lamp by applying the parking brake and turn the
ignition key to the “Start” position or by other means as may be indicated by the
vehicle manufacturer. Under these conditions, the lamp should light which would
indicate that the lamp is working properly. With the vehicle engine running and
the parking brake released, the lamp should go off. Apply pressure to the service
brake pedal for at least 10 seconds. If the brake failure warning lamp lights again,
the system is defective and should be rejected.

Brake hydraulic system —

Test vehicle in a standing position. The driver should be able to maintain a brake
pedal height under moderate foot force (40-60 Ibs) for about one minute.

Foot pedals -

Every foot operated pedal such as foot brake pedal, accelerator (gas) pedal and
emergency or parking brake pedal must be checked. Any foot pedal, or linkage
that is missing, broken, misaligned or binding so that it does not operate properly
should not be approved. Foot pedal pads that are missing or worn smooth, should
be rejected.

Pedal reserve —

Test vehicle in a standing position. With brake pedal depressed under moderate
foot force, (40-60 Ibs. in non-powered systems and 15-20 Ibs. in power assisted
systems), there should be a minimum of approximately ¥ of the total available
pedal travel remaining. The engine should be running when checking brake
system having power-assisted system.

Cause for rejection:

1. Any condition that fails to meet the requirements of this
inspection regulation.
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3.3.1 RESERVED
3.3.2 (RESERVED)
3.3.3 ANTILOCK BRAKING SYSTEM

If a vehicle is equipped with antilock brake system, it must be maintained in
good working condition.

Cause for rejection:

1. ABS light stays on.

3.3.4 HYDRAULIC SYSTEM

On any wheel that is pulled, visually inspect the hydraulic system. Specific items
to be checked include wheel cylinder for leakage, binding pistons, hydraulic hoses
and tubes for leaks, cracks, corrosion, chafed or flattened or restricted sections
and improper support.

Master cylinder- Check master cylinder rod for proper adjustment and test
system for brake fluid leakage by applying moderate foot pressure (40-60 Ibs.) to
the foot pedal and maintain this pressure for at least one minute.

Check fluid level in the master cylinder. Cylinder should be filled to the full
mark. In the absence of a full mark, the reservoir should be approximately 75%
full.

Cause for rejection:

1. Leaks or bypass in master cylinder.

2. Hydraulic hoses, tubes or connections that are plugged, leaking,
restricted, crimped, cracked, broken, or severely corroded.
Connecting lines not properly attached or supported to prevent
damage or abrasion by contact with the frame, axle, other lines
or any part of the vehicle.

3. Service brake pedal moves slowly (indicating fluid leakage or
bypass) while foot pressure is maintained on it for one minute.

4. Fluid level in master cylinder below full mark or not 75% full.
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3.3.5 PARKING BRAKE PERFORMANCE

Parking brakes (emergency brakes) on most vehicles function through at least one
(1) set of rear service brake shoes. Some vehicles have disc type service brakes
on all four wheels which makes it necessary to have separate drums for the
parking brakes. Certain other vehicles also have separate drums for the parking
brakes. These drums and linings should be inspected in a similar manner to those
for the regular service brakes. Any parking brake should hold a stopped vehicle
firmly on all normal road levels.

In checking the parking brake, set the parking brake firmly and determine the
amount of reserved travel remaining. Check further for missing handles or pedals
on the various types of parking brake levers.

DO NOT CONFUSE THE PARKING BRAKE WITH THE PARKING
POSITION OF VEHICLES WITH AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSIONS.

Cause for rejection:

1. Parking brake will not hold the vehicle.

2. No reserve travel remaining in lever or foot pedal.

3. Parking brake drums are cracked, broken, or damaged so
as to affect the holding power of the brake.

4. Parking brake lining is loose, worn out or soaked with grease,
oil or brake fluid.

5. Brake lever or pedal will not hold in its applied position.

3.3.6 VACUUM SYSTEM FOR POWER BRAKED VEHICLES

Visual Inspection Procedure:

Inspect system for leaks and restricted or collapsed hoses and tubes, loose hose
clamps and clogged air cleaners.

Cause for rejection:
1. Hoses, tubes, vacuum chambers or connections leaks, restricted

crimped, cracked or broken.
2. Air cleaners clogged, preventing proper intake of air.
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3.3.7 MECHANICAL COMPONENTS

Visually inspect the condition of the mechanical components. Items to be
checked specifically include worn pins, missing or defective cotter pins, broken or
missing springs, worn rods, clevises or couplings, misaligned anchor pins, frozen,
rusted or inoperative connections, missing spring clips, improper wheel bearing
adjustments or defective grease retainers. Check pedal shaft and bearings for high
friction, wear and misalignment. Also check freedom of movement of brake
camshafts, miss-angularity and miss-alignment between camshaft and brake
chamber, restriction of shoe movement at backing plate and bind between brake
shoes and anchor pins.

Cause for rejection:

1. Mechanical parts misaligned, badly worn, broken or missing.

2. High friction in pedal arrangement or brake components.

3. Brake operating levers improperly positioned or misaligned.

4. Wheel bearings that require grease or are worn, broken or
missing.

THE FOLLOWING BRAKE SYSTEMS ARE FOUND IN COMMERCIAL
TYPE VEHICLES.

3.3.8 VACUUM SYSTEM

Inspect condition of the vacuum system visually. Inspect for collapsed, broken
and improperly supported hoses and tubes, loose or broken hose clamps or
clogged air cleaners.

Determine whether vacuum assisted system is operating (with trailer shutoff
valves closed) by stopping engine and applying brakes several times to destroy all
vacuum in the system. Then depress pedal with foot pressure required to make
average stop and while maintaining this foot pressure, start engine, check
tendency of foot pedal to fall away slightly under foot pressure.

Check trailer vacuum system by coupling to truck or truck-tractor and opening
trailer shutoff valves. Then start engine and after allowing approximately one
minute to build up vacuum, apply and release brake pedal a number of times.
Observe action of trailer brake chamber rod movement.

In vacuum equipped vehicles and combinations, run engine long enough to

evacuate system fully, then shut off engine and record the number of full brake
applications that can be made after engine is shut off.
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3.3.8 VACUUM SYSTEM (CONT.)

The vacuum assisted tractor should also be checked separately. (In certain
systems it may be necessary to “pump” the pedal to build up reserve travel when
the vacuum is depleted.)

Where vehicles are equipped with low-vacuum indicators, check operation.
Cause for rejection:

1. Hoses, tubes or connections leaking, restricted, crimped,

cracked or broken. Connecting lines not properly attached
or supported to prevent damage or abrasion by contact with
frame, axle, other lines or any other part of the vehicle.

Air cleaners clogged sufficiently to prevent proper intake of air.

Piston packing, valves or diaphragms leaking.

4. In vacuum assisted systems, service brake pedal having no
tendency for all away from the foot as the engine is started
while foot pressure is maintained on the pedal.

5. Trailer vacuum brake chamber rods not following application
of tractor brake pedal, or not reaching full release position.

6. In vacuum equipped vehicles or combinations, insufficient
vacuum reserve to permit one full service brake application
after engine is stopped.

7. Audible leaks in vacuum operated doors, stop arms or other
devices or accessories, with such devices or accessories at
rest in any cycle position.

wn

3.3.9 AIR SYSTEM

With air system charged, open drain cocks in each reservoir carbon trap, or filter
used in the air system, close drain cocks and with air system at zero gauge
pressure, check pressure buildup running engine at fast idle and record time to
raise air pressure from 50 to 90 p.s.i. (pounds per square inch) on the gauge.

Check pressures at which light or buzzer connected to the low-pressure indicator
is no longer visible or audible. Continue running engine until the governor cuts
out and observe pressure gauge reading. With engine idling, reduce pressure in
system by making a series of brake applications and observe pressure at which
governor cuts in. With system fully charged, stop engine and check for air
leakage by recording the pressure drop in p.s.i. per minute both with brakes
released and brakes fully applied.
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3.3.9 AIR SYSTEM (CONT.)

Inspect for restricted, collapsed, improperly supported or broken hoses and tubes
and audible leaks. Check safety valve for freedom of action. If the compressor is
belt driven, check belt for tightness and observe belt condition. Check air
compressor for air cleaner condition and restrictions.

Cause for rejection:

1.

2.

8.
9.

10.

11.

Time required to build up air pressure from 50 to 90 p.s.i. more

than five minutes with engine running at fast idle.

Warning device (light buzzer) connected to the low pressure
indicator of the air brake system not operating when air
pressure is lowered to a range of 50 to 70 p.s.i.

Governor cut-in pressure lower than 80 p.s.i. or cut-out

pressure higher than 125 p.s.i., unless other values are
recommended by the vehicle manufacturer.

Compressed air reserve insufficient to permit one full service

brake application after engine is stopped, and with system fully

charged without lowering reservoir pressure more than 20%

below initial reading.

. Air brake pressure drop of more than tow p.s.i. in one minute

for single vehicles or more than three p.s.i. in one minute for
vehicle combinations, with engine stopped and service brakes
released.

. Air pressure drop of more than three p.s.i. in one minute for

single vehicles or more than four p.s.i. in one minute for vehicle
combinations, with engine stopped and service brakes fully
applied.

Hoses, tubes or connections leaking, restricted, crimped,
cracked or broken. Connecting lines not properly attached or
supported to prevent damage or abrasion by contact with frame,
axle, other lines or any other part of the vehicle.

Valves, diaphragms or piston cups leaking audibly.

Air safety valve inoperative.

Compressor drive belt without sufficient tension or badly worn
or frayed.

Compressor air intake cleaner clogged sufficiently to prevent
proper intake of air.

12. Audible leaks in air-operated doors or other air operated

devices or accessories, with such devices or accessories at
rest in any cycle position.
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3.3.10 ACTUATOR RESERVE

In air or vacuum mechanical brakes, check stroke of air or vacuum chambers for
travel from fully released to fully applied position.

In air actuated hydraulic power clusters, check air chamber travel from fully
released to fully applied position. (Some air hydraulic power clusters incorporate
a rod gauge for visual checking.)

Cause for rejection:

1. Rod stroke of air or vacuum brake chambers, or air chamber
travel of a hydraulic power cluster from fully released to fully
applied position exceeding 75 % of the manufacturer’s
specified maximum stroke.

3.3.11 PARKING AND EMERGENCY BRAKE ACTUATING
MECHANISM

By applying operating control fully or releasing air pressure from the spring brake
actuators through manual operation of the control valve, check locking or holding
feature of the actuating mechanism. Check to see that actuating mechanism fully
releases when release control is operated. Inspect visually for worn pins, missing
or defective cotter pins, loose parts, broken or missing springs, worn rods, yokes,
or couplings, misaligned anchor pins, and pull cables for wear, stretch, free action
or chafing. W.ith operating control or spring brake control valve in released
position, check for air leakage at the spring actuators and freedom or rotation of
the braked wheels or drive shaft.

Cause for rejection:

1. Failure of the operating mechanisms, when fully applied, to
hold the brakes in the applied position without manual effort.

2. Failure of the spring brakes to apply when control valve is
manually operated.

3. Actuating mechanism not fully released when the release

control is operated.

Mechanical parts missing, broken or badly worn.

Pull cable badly worn, stretched, frayed or not operating freely.

o~
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3.3.12 ELECTRIC BRAKE SYSTEM

Insert a low-range (0 to 25 amperes will be adequate for most two and four-brake
systems, 0 to 40 amperes may be required for a six-brake system) dc ammeter into
the brake circuit between the controller and the brakes. With controller in “off”
position ammeter should read zero. Gradually apply controller to full *on”
position, observe maximum ammeter reading and current modulations. Gradually
return controller to full “off” position and observe return to zero amperes and
current modulations.

Divide maximum ammeter reading by number of brakes.

Check for loose or dirty terminal connections and for broken, frayed or
unsupported wires.

Cause for rejection:

1. Trailers showing a per-brake maximum amperage value of
more than 20% above or less than 30 % below the brake
manufacturer’s maximum current rating.

2. Ammeter showing no reading, or needle indication not steady
on application and release of brake controller.

3. Loose or dirty terminal connections, broken, frayed or
unsupported wires. Trailers using single conductor or non-
stranded wires of a size below brake manufacturer’s minimum
recommendations.

3.3.13 TRAILER BRAKE EMERGENCY

Run truck or truck-tractor engine to charge the trailer air system fully or to
evacuate the trailer vacuum reservoir fully. Disconnect the trailer couplings and
observe for automatic application of trailer brakes. With emergency application
of trailer brakes, record length of time trailer brakes remain applied (a minimum
of 15 minutes). In air or vacuum brake systems where manual control for trailer
emergency actuation is installed, reconnect trailer couplings and build up system
to governor cutout pressure. With engine stopped, operate manual control and
observe emergency application and release of the trailer brakes. Make a series of
foot brake applications and observe automatic trailer brake application.
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3.3.13 TRAILER BRAKE EMERGENCY (CONT.)
Cause for rejection:

Service brakes of a trailer with trailer reservoir fully charged or evacuated, that
will not:

1. Automatically apply and remain applied for 15 minutes after
disconnection of the trailer couplings.

2. Apply and release