
Rhode Island Department of Health 
 

PUBLIC  NOTICE 
 

 

The Director of the Rhode Island Department of Health has determined to amend the rules and 

regulations  listed below to remove the specific dollar value of all fees for licensing, laboratory 
and  administrative  services  provided  by  the  Department  of  Health  from  the  individual 

regulations and reference all such fees to a new consolidated fee regulation (to be promulgated 

separately).   These  amendments  are proposed pursuant  to  the  authority  contained  in Public 

Law 2012‐241, enacted by  the General Assembly on 15 June 2012, and the relevant sections of 

the respective professional practice and licensure acts. 

The following seventy‐five (75) regulations are proposed to be amended: 

1. Food Code 

2. Rules and Regulations Establishing Educational and Experience Requirements for 

Registration as a Sanitarian 

3. Rules and Regulations for Asbestos Control 

4. Rules and Regulations for Bottled Water   

5. Rules and Regulations for Certifying Analytical Laboratories 

6. Rules and Regulations for Determination of Need for New Health Care Equipment and New 

Institutional Health Services 

7. Rules and Regulations for Lead Poisoning Prevention 

8. Rules and Regulations for Licensing Assisted Living Residences 

9. Rules and Regulations for Licensing Athletic Trainers 

10. Rules and Regulations for Licensing Birth Centers 
11. Rules and Regulations for Licensing Chemical Dependency Professionals 

12. Rules and Regulations for Licensing Clinical Laboratories and Stations 
13. Rules and Regulations for Licensing Clinical Social Workers and Independent Clinical Social 

Workers 

14. Rules and Regulations for Licensing Doctors of Acupuncture and Acupuncture Assistants 
15. Rules and Regulations for Licensing Home Nursing Care Providers and Home Care 

Providers 

16. Rules and Regulations for Licensing Hospice Care 

17. Rules and Regulations for Licensing Interpreters for the Deaf 
18. Rules and Regulations for Licensing Kidney Disease Treatment Centers 

19. Rules and Regulations for Licensing Massage Therapists 

20. Rules and Regulations for Licensing Mental Health Counselors and Marriage and Family 

Therapists 

21. Rules and Regulations for Licensing Occupational Therapists and Occupational Therapy 
Assistants 

22. Rules and Regulations for Licensing of Hospitals 

23. Rules and Regulations for Licensing of Midwives 

24. Rules and Regulations for Licensing of Nursing Facilities 

25. Rules and Regulations for Licensing of Nursing Home Administrators 

26. Rules and Regulations for Licensing Physical Therapists and Physical Therapist Assistants 
27. Rules and Regulations for Licensing Psychologists 
28. Rules and Regulations for Licensing Rehabilitation Hospital Centers 
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29. Rules and Regulations for Licensing Respiratory Care Practitioners 
30. Rules and Regulations for Licensing Speech Pathologists and Audiologists 
31. Rules and Regulations for Licensing Swimming and Wading Pools, Hot Tubs, and Spas 

32. Rules and Regulations for Licensure and Discipline of Chiropractic Physicians 
33. Rules and Regulations for Limited Medical Registration 

34. Rules and Regulations for Radon Control 
35. Rules and Regulations for the Certification of Administrators of Assisted Living Residences 

36. Rules and Regulations for the Certification of Health Plans 

37. Rules and Regulations for the Control of Radiation 
38. Rules and Regulations for the Licensing of Freestanding Ambulatory Surgical Centers 

39. Rules and Regulations for the Licensing of Freestanding Emergency Care Facilities 

40. Rules and Regulations for the Licensing of Nurses and Standards for the Approval of Basic 

Nursing Education Programs 

41. Rules and Regulations for the Licensing of Nursing Service Agencies 

42. Rules and Regulations for the Licensing of Organized Ambulatory Care Facilities 

43. Rules and Regulations for the Licensing of Podiatrists 
44. Rules and Regulations for the Licensing of Radiographers, Nuclear Medicine Technologists, 

Radiation Therapists and Radiologist Assistants 

45. Rules and Regulations for the Licensure and Discipline of Physicians 
46. Rules and Regulations for the Licensure of Barbers, Hairdressers/Cosmeticians, Manicurists, 

Estheticians, and Instructors 

47. Rules and Regulations for the Licensure of Clinical Laboratory Science Practitioners 
48. Rules and Regulations for the Licensure of Physician Ambulatory Surgery Centers and 

Podiatry Ambulatory Surgery Centers 

49. Rules and Regulations for the Licensure of Physician Assistants 
50. Rules and Regulations for the Licensure of Veterinarians 
51. Rules and Regulations for the Registration of Body Piercing Technicians and Body Piercing 

Establishments 

52. Rules and Regulations for the Registration of Distributors of Controlled Substances in Rhode 
Island 

53. Rules and Regulations for the Registration of Tanning Facilities 
54. Rules and Regulations for the Registration of Tattoo Artists and Tattoo Parlors 
55. Rules and Regulations for the Utilization Review of Health Care Services 

56. Rules and Regulations Governing Vital Statistics 
57. Rules and Regulations Pertaining to Certification of Managers in Food Safety 

58. Rules and Regulations Pertaining to Dentists, Dental Hygienists, and Dental Assistants 

59. Rules and Regulations Pertaining to Embalmers, Funeral Directors, and Funeral Service 

Establishments 

60. Rules and Regulations Pertaining to Opticians 
61. Rules and Regulations Pertaining to Optometrists 

62. Rules and Regulations Pertaining to Permits for Screening Programs 

63. Rules and Regulations Pertaining to Pharmacists, Pharmacies and Manufacturers, 

Wholesalers, and Distributors 

64. Rules and Regulations Pertaining to Public Drinking Water 

65. Rules and Regulations Pertaining to Rhode Island Certificates of Registration for Nursing 

Assistants, Medication Aides, and the Approval of Nursing Assistant and Medication Aide 

Training Programs 

66. Rules and Regulations Pertaining to the Certification of Public Drinking Water Supply 

Treatment and Public Water Supply Transmission and Distribution Operators 
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67. Rules and Regulations Pertaining to the Licensing of Dietitians/Nutritionists 

68. Rules and Regulations Pertaining to the Medical Examiner System 

69. Rules and Regulations Pertaining to the Newborn Metabolic, Endocrine, and 

Hemoglobinopathy Screening Program and the Newborn Hearing Loss Screening Program 

70. Rules and Regulations Pertaining to the Processing and Distribution of Shellfish 
71. Rules and Regulations Prescribing Minimum Standards for Processing, Storage and 

Transportation of Fish and Fishery Products 

72. Rules and Regulations Related to the Licensure of Hearing Aid Dealers and Fitters 

73. Rules and Regulations Related to the Medical Marijuana Program 

74. Rules and Regulations Related to the Practice of Electrolysis 
75. Rules and Regulations Relating to Emergency Medical Services 

Notice  is hereby given  in accordance with the provisions of §42‐35‐3(a)(2) of the Rhode Island 

General Laws, as amended, that the Director is affording all interested persons the opportunity 

to submit data, views, or arguments in writing on this matter.  Opportunity for public hearing 

shall  be  granted  if  requested  by  twenty‐five  (25)  persons,  by  a  government  subdivision  or 

agency,  or  by  an  association  having  not  less  than  twenty‐five  (25) members.   Otherwise,  no 

hearing  shall  be  convened.    Should  a  hearing  be  requested  by  twenty‐five  (25)  persons,  by  a 

government subdivision or agency, or by an association having not  less  than  twenty‐five  (25) 

members, a hearing shall be scheduled only for the regulation(s)  for which the request for hearing was 

received.  All regulations for which a public hearing is not requested will be filed with the Rhode 

Island  Secretary  of  State  pursuant  to  Chapter  42‐35  of  the  Rhode  Island  General  Laws,  as 

amended, shortly after the 10 September 2012 deadline (as below). 

Such input or requests for public hearing must be received in writing no later than Monday, 10 

September 2012.  Such input or requests should be addressed to: Michael Fine, M.D., Director, 

Rhode Island Department of Health, Three Capitol Hill, Room #401, Providence, Rhode Island 

02908‐5097. 

In  the  development  of  these  amendments,  consideration  was  given  to  the  following:  (1) 

alternative  approaches;  and  (2)  overlap  or  duplication  with  other  statutory  and  regulatory 

provisions.    No  alternative  approach,  duplication,  or  overlap  was  identified  based  upon 

available information. 

Copies of all regulations are available for public inspection in the Cannon Building, Room #201, 

Rhode Island Department of Health, Three Capitol Hill, Providence, Rhode Island 02908‐5097, 

on the Secretary of State’s website: http://www.sos.ri.gov/rules/, by calling 401‐222‐7767, or by 

e‐mail to Bill.Dundulis@health.ri.gov. 

Signed this 3rd day of August 2012 

Original signed by Michael Fine, MD 

Michael Fine, M.D., Director of Health 
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INTRODUCTION 

These amended Rules and Regulations Establishing Educational and Experience 
Requirements for Registration as Sanitarian [R23-19.3-SAN] are promulgated pursuant to the 
authority conferred under section 23-19.3-3 and 23-19.3-4 of the General Laws of Rhode Island 
of 1956, as amended.  They are established for the purpose of adopting minimum standards for 
registration as a sanitarian. 

Pursuant to the provisions of section 42-35-3(c) of the General Laws of Rhode Island, as 
amended, the following issues were given serious consideration in arriving at the amended 
regulations: 

(a) Alternative approaches to the regulations; and 

(b) Duplication or overlap with other state laws and regulations.  

Based on the available information, no known alternative approach, duplication or overlap 
was identified. 

Upon promulgation, these amended regulations shall supersede all previous Rules and 
Regulations Establishing Educational and Experience Requirements for Registration as 
Sanitarian promulgated by the Department of Health and filed with the Secretary of State. 
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Section 1.0 Definitions 

 
1.1 Year Of College: A year of college shall mean thirty (30) semester hours of credit with 

passing grades in course work in an institution on the list of accredited colleges of the 
United States Office of Education, or any like institution approved by the committee. 

 
1.2 Basic Sciences: Fifteen (15) semester hours of credit of basic sciences must be included 

in the total presented for the two years of college and should consist of sciences basic to 
sanitation, namely, such as biological and physical sciences. (Bacteriology, botany, 
zoology are examples of biological sciences; physics and chemistry, geology, 
mathematics are examples of physical sciences.) 

 
1.3 Documentary Evidence: Documentary evidence shall mean official documents to 

substantiate experience, transcript of college record, or graduation or college attendance 
verified by the designated institution. 

 
1.4 Official Employment In A Governmental Regulatory Agency: The condition cited in 

section 23-19.3-7 of the General Laws of R.I., as amended,...." is presently serving as 
health or sanitary inspector with an official government regulatory agency...." shall mean 
is serving in a full time permanent capacity in an official health agency. 

 
1.5 Special Training Course: Special training course shall mean a course equivalent to the 

three months course in general environmental sanitation offered by the United States 
Public Health Service or the Rhode Island Department of Health.  Aggregates of lesser 
courses will not be considered adequate merely if their total duration equals three months, 
but their total course content must also be equivalent.  Duplications of like courses will 
be credited once only. 

 
1.6 Approved School Of Public Health: An approved school of public health shall mean any 

school which grants a bachelor's degree in sanitary science or technology or master's 
degree in sanitation or public health, and which is on the list of accredited colleges of the 
United States Office of Education, or any like institution approved by the committee. 

 
1.7 Year Of Experience: One year of experience means actual performance of work in public 

health sanitation on a full time basis for one year.  Part time work must be shown in terms 
of proportion of full time work and of the duration of the part time work so that accurate 
equivalents can be credited. 

Section 2.0 Minimum Standards 

(a) Bachelor's degree in sanitary science from an institution on the list of accredited colleges of 
the United States Office of Education, or any like institution approved by the committee; or 

(b) Bachelor's degree in sanitary engineering from an institution on the list of accredited 
colleges of the United States Office of Education, or any like institution approved by the 
committee; or 
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(c) Bachelor's degree with a minimum of 30 semester hours of credit of basic sciences from an 
institution on the list of accredited colleges of the United States Office of Education, or any 
like institution approved by the committee, plus special training course of sanitation as may 
be required by the Division of Professional Regulation; or 

(d) Successful completion of two years in an institution on the list of accredited colleges of the 
United States Office of Education, or any like institution approved by the committee, with 
at least 15 semester hours of credit of basic sciences, plus special training course of 
sanitation as may be required by the Division of Professional Regulation, plus two years of 
experience in public health sanitation; or 

(e) Bachelor's degree in dairy science or dairy manufacturing with a minimum of at least 15 
semester hours of credit of basic sciences from an institution on the list of accredited 
colleges of the United States Office of Education, or any like institution approved by the 
committee, plus special training course of sanitation as may be required by the Division of 
Professional Regulation. 

Section 3.0 Applicants for Registration 

3.1 An applicant for registration as a sanitarian shall submit to the division written evidence, 
verified by oath, that the applicant: 

(a) Is twenty-one (21) years of age or more; 

(b) Is of good moral character; 

(c) Meets education and experience qualifications substantiated by documentary 
evidence. 

3.2 The application for registration shall be accompanied by a registration fee of one hundred 
seventy dollars ($170.00).  as set forth in the Rules and Regulations Pertaining to the Fee 
Structure for Licensing, Laboratory and Administrative Services Provided by the 
Department of Health. 

Section 4.0 Examination 

4.1 The applicant shall be required to pass a written and/or oral examination as determined 
by the committee, except those applying by reciprocity or under provisions of section 23-
19.3-7. 

Section 5.0 Certificate of Registered Sanitarian 
5.1 Upon satisfactory completion of all requirements, the division shall issue a certificate of 

Registered Sanitarian to the applicant. Said certificate shall be in force for the calendar 
year, from January 1st to December 31st. 

 
5.2 The fee for renewal of a certificate of registration shall be fifty dollars ($50.00).  as set 

forth in the Rules and Regulations Pertaining to the Fee Structure for Licensing, 
Laboratory and Administrative Services Provided by the Department of Health. 
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