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R.I. Marine Fisheries Regulations 
PART VII - FINFISH 

 
PUBLIC HEARING ITEM # 1 

Commercial Summer flounder management 
 

Option 1 (of 3):  Status quo (Division proposal) 
 
7.7  Summer Flounder (Fluke): 
 

7.7.2  Commercial:   
 

(A)  Minimum size:  Fourteen (14) inches.   
 

(B)  Seasons, allocations, and possession limits:  A total annual statewide quota 
for Summer flounder will be established for the State by the Atlantic States 
Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) and/or NOAA Fisheries. 

 
(1)  Winter sub-period:  January 1 - April 30 annually: 

 
(a)  Target allocation:  54% of the annual quota. 
 
(b)  Possession limit between January 1 and the start of the Winter sub-
period of the Aggregate Landing Program, annually: 
 

(i)  Vessels that possess a valid RI Summer Flounder Exemption 
Certificate (Exemption Certificate):  Two hundred (200) pounds per 
vessel per calendar day.  

 
(ii)  Vessels that do not possess a valid Exemption Certificate:  Two 
hundred (200) pounds per vessel per calendar day.  

 
(c)  Possession limit during the Winter sub-period of the Aggregate 
Landing Program, annually: 

 
(i)  Vessels not permitted in the Aggregate Landing Program but which 
possess a valid Exemption Certificate:  Two hundred (200) pounds per 
vessel per calendar day.  When 90% of the Winter sub-period quota 
has been harvested as determined by the DFW, the possession limit 
per vessel shall be one hundred (100) pounds per calendar day. 

 
(ii)  Vessels that do not possess a valid Exemption Certificate:  Two 
hundred (200) pounds per vessel per calendar day. When 90% of the 
Winter sub-period quota has been harvested as determined by the 
DFW, the possession limit per vessel shall be one hundred (100) 
pounds per calendar day.  
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(iii)  Aggregate Landing Program:  2,000 pounds per vessel per 
calendar week. The calendar week period shall begin on Sunday at 
12:00 AM and ends on the following Saturday at 11:59 PM.  When 
90% of the Winter sub-period quota has been harvested as determined 
by the DFW, the Aggregate Landing Program will terminate and the 
possession limit shall be one hundred (100) pounds per vessel per 
calendar day. 

 
(2)  Summer sub-period:  May 1 - September 15 annually: 

   
(a)  Target allocation:  35% of the annual quota. 

 
(b)  Possession limit between May 1 and May 31, annually: 

 
(i)  Vessels that possess a valid Exemption Certificate:  One hundred 
(100) pounds per vessel per calendar day. 
 
(ii)  Vessels that do not possess a valid Exemption Certificate:  One 
hundred (100) pounds per vessel per calendar day. 
 

(c)  Possession limit during the Summer sub-period of the Aggregate 
Landing Program, annually: 

 
(i)  Vessels not permitted in the Aggregate Landing Program, but which 
possess a valid Exemption Certificate:  One hundred (100) pounds per 
vessel per calendar day. 
 
(ii)  Vessels that do not possess a valid Exemption Certificate:  100 
pounds per vessel per calendar day.  
 
(iii)  Aggregate Landing Program:  Beginning June1, seven hundred 
(700) pounds per vessel per week. The calendar week period shall 
begin on Sunday at 12:00 AM and ends on the following Saturday at 
11:59 PM.  When 80% of the Summer sub-period quota has been 
harvested as determined by the DFW the program will terminate and 
the possession limit per vessel shall be one hundred (100) pounds per 
calendar day. 

 
(3)  Fall Sub-Period:  September 16 – December 31 annually: 

 
(a)  Target allocation:  11% of the annual quota.  

 
(b)  Possession limit:   

 
(i)  Vessels that possess a valid Exemption Certificate:  Two hundred 
(200) pounds per vessel per calendar day. 
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(ii)  Vessels that do not possess a valid Exemption Certificate:  Two 
hundred (200) pounds per vessel per calendar day. 

 
(C)  Any unused portion of the quota from a sub-period will be equally distributed to 
the allocations of the remaining sub-periods.  The over-harvest of a sub-period 
allocation will be deducted from the allocations of the remaining sub-periods.  
Annually, the target allocations specified in this section shall be adjusted by the 
DFW to charge over-harvest of a sub-period allocation during a given year to the 
same sub-period of the next following year. 
 

7.7.3  Aggregate Landing Program:   
 

(A)  Sub-periods: 
 
(1)  Winter:  January 1 until the Sunday of the first full week in February 
annually, or until 90% of the Winter sub-period quota has been harvested as 
determined by the DFW. 

 
(2)  Summer:  June 1 through September 15 annually, or until 80% of the 
Summer sub-period quota has been harvested as determined by the DFW. 

 
(B)  Eligibility:  An applicant vessel shall be considered eligible and may apply for 
a permit to participate in the Aggregate Landing Program by demonstrating to the 
satisfaction of the DFW and the Division of Law Enforcement that it satisfies each 
of the following criteria: 

 
(1)  The vessel, if harvesting Summer flounder from federal waters possesses 
a valid federal Summer Flounder Moratorium Permit and possesses a valid RI 
Summer Flounder Exemption Certificate (Exemption Certificate); or, if 
harvesting exclusively in State waters, the vessel’s operator possesses a 
valid license to harvest or land summer flounder for commercial purposes in 
Rhode Island and possesses a valid Exemption Certificate;  
 
(2)  The vessel shall be operated by a person who possesses a valid 
multipurpose, principal effort, or landing license issued by the State of Rhode 
Island to land Summer flounder for commercial purposes; and  
 
(3)  The vessel shall be operated by a licensed person who has not been 
assessed a criminal or administrative penalty in the past three years for a 
violation of RIMF Part VII, section 7.7 or more than one marine fisheries 
violation. 

 
(C)  Application:  Application for an Aggregate Landing Program Permit shall be 
made on forms as prescribed by the Director.  
(D) No vessel shall possess simultaneously more than one Aggregate Landing 
Program permit; 
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(E) Non-compliance with the provisions of these regulations or the permit 
agreement shall subject both the owner and the operator to revocation of 
enrollment and participation in the commercial fisheries for remainder of the sub-
period or the subsequent sub-period.  If for any reason a sub-period does not 
exist by regulation, the privilege of the owner(s) and operator(s) to commercially 
harvest fish shall be suspended for the same calendar time period as described 
in the current sub-period upon adjudication. 
 
(F) Any applicant who is permitted for the Winter sub-period for the Aggregate 
Landing Program may not participate in the Summer sub-period within the same 
year. 
 
 

Option 2 (of 3):  Remove Summer Aggregate Landing Program; daily possession 
limit all year, [Note: possession value of 200 may change as data is added to the 

simulation model used to construct this option] 
 
7.7  Summer Flounder (Fluke): 
 

7.7.2  Commercial:   
 

(A)  Minimum size:  Fourteen (14) inches.   
 

(B)  Seasons, allocations, and possession limits:  A total annual statewide quota 
for Summer flounder will be established for the State by the Atlantic States 
Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) and/or NOAA Fisheries. 

 
(1)  Winter sub-period:  January 1 - April 30 annually: 

 
(a)  Target allocation:  54% of the annual quota. 
 
(b)  Possession limit between January 1 and the start of the Winter sub-
period of the Aggregate Landing Program, annually: 
 

(i)  Vessels that possess a valid RI Summer Flounder Exemption 
Certificate (Exemption Certificate):  Two hundred (200) pounds per 
vessel per calendar day.  

 
(ii)  Vessels that do not possess a valid Exemption Certificate:  Two 
hundred (200) pounds per vessel per calendar day.  

 
(c)  Possession limit during the Winter sub-period of the Aggregate 
Landing Program, annually: 

 
(i)  Vessels not permitted in the Aggregate Landing Program but which 
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possess a valid Exemption Certificate:  Two hundred (200) pounds per 
vessel per calendar day.  When 90% of the Winter sub-period quota 
has been harvested as determined by the DFW, the possession limit 
per vessel shall be one hundred (100) two hundred (200) pounds per 
calendar day. 

 
(ii)  Vessels that do not possess a valid Exemption Certificate:  Two 
hundred (200) pounds per vessel per calendar day. When 90% of the 
Winter sub-period quota has been harvested as determined by the 
DFW, the possession limit per vessel shall be one hundred (100) two 
hundred (200) pounds per calendar day.  
 
(iii)  Aggregate Landing Program:  2,000 1,400 pounds per vessel per 
calendar week. The calendar week period shall begin on Sunday at 
12:00 AM and ends on the following Saturday at 11:59 PM.  When 
90% of the Winter sub-period quota has been harvested as determined 
by the DFW, the Aggregate Landing Program will terminate and the 
possession limit shall be one hundred (100) two hundred (200) 
pounds per vessel per calendar day. 

 
(2)  Summer sub-period:  May 1 - September 15 annually: 

   
(a)  Target allocation:  35% of the annual quota. 

 
(b)  Possession limit between May 1 and May 31, annually: 

 
(i)  Vessels that possess a valid Exemption Certificate:  one hundred 
(100) two hundred (200) pounds per vessel per calendar day. 
 
(ii)  Vessels that do not possess a valid Exemption Certificate:  one 
hundred (100) two hundred (200) pounds per vessel per calendar 
day. 
 

(c)  Possession limit during the Summer sub-period of the Aggregate 
Landing Program, annually: 

 
(i)  Vessels not permitted in the Aggregate Landing Program, but which 
possess a valid Exemption Certificate:  one hundred (100) two 
hundred (200) pounds per vessel per calendar day. 
 
(ii)  Vessels that do not possess a valid Exemption Certificate:  one 
hundred (100) two hundred (200) per vessel per calendar day.  
 
(iii)  Aggregate Landing Program:  Beginning June1, seven hundred 
(700) pounds per vessel per week. The calendar week period shall 
begin on Sunday at 12:00 AM and ends on the following Saturday at 
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11:59 PM.  When 80% of the Summer sub-period quota has been 
harvested as determined by the DFW the program will terminate and 
the possession limit per vessel shall be one hundred (100) pounds per 
calendar day. 
 

(3)  Fall Sub-Period:  September 16 – December 31 annually: 
 

(a)  Target allocation:  11% of the annual quota.  
 

(b)  Possession limit:   
 

(i)  Vessels that possess a valid Exemption Certificate:  Two hundred 
(200) pounds per vessel per calendar day. 

 
(ii)  Vessels that do not possess a valid Exemption Certificate:  Two 
hundred (200) pounds per vessel per calendar day. 

 
(C)  Any unused portion of the quota from a sub-period will be equally distributed to 
the allocations of the remaining sub-periods.  The over-harvest of a sub-period 
allocation will be deducted from the allocations of the remaining sub-periods.  
Annually, the target allocations specified in this section shall be adjusted by the 
DFW to charge over-harvest of a sub-period allocation during a given year to the 
same sub-period of the next following year. 
 

7.7.3  Aggregate Landing Program:   
 

(A)  Sub-periods: 
 
(1)  Winter:  January 1 until the Sunday of the first full week in February 
annually, or until 90% of the Winter sub-period quota has been harvested as 
determined by the DFW. 

 
(2)  Summer:  June 1 through September 15 annually, or until 80% of the 
Summer sub-period quota has been harvested as determined by the DFW. 

 
(B)  Eligibility:  An applicant vessel shall be considered eligible and may apply for 
a permit to participate in the Aggregate Landing Program by demonstrating to the 
satisfaction of the DFW and the Division of Law Enforcement that it satisfies each 
of the following criteria: 

 
(1)  The vessel, if harvesting Summer flounder from federal waters possesses 
a valid federal Summer Flounder Moratorium Permit and possesses a valid RI 
Summer Flounder Exemption Certificate (Exemption Certificate); or, if 
harvesting exclusively in State waters, the vessel’s operator possesses a 
valid license to harvest or land summer flounder for commercial purposes in 
Rhode Island and possesses a valid Exemption Certificate;  
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(2)  The vessel shall be operated by a person who possesses a valid 
multipurpose, principal effort, or landing license issued by the State of Rhode 
Island to land Summer flounder for commercial purposes; and  
 
(3)  The vessel shall be operated by a licensed person who has not been 
assessed a criminal or administrative penalty in the past three years for a 
violation of RIMF Part VII, section 7.7 or more than one marine fisheries 
violation. 

 
(C)  Application:  Application for an Aggregate Landing Program Permit shall be 
made on forms as prescribed by the Director.  
(D) No vessel shall possess simultaneously more than one Aggregate Landing 
Program permit; 
 
(E) Non-compliance with the provisions of these regulations or the permit 
agreement shall subject both the owner and the operator to revocation of 
enrollment and participation in the commercial fisheries for remainder of the sub-
period or the subsequent sub-period.  If for any reason a sub-period does not 
exist by regulation, the privilege of the owner(s) and operator(s) to commercially 
harvest fish shall be suspended for the same calendar time period as described 
in the current sub-period upon adjudication. 
 
(F) Any applicant who is permitted for the Winter sub-period for the Aggregate 
Landing Program may not participate in the Summer sub-period within the same 
year. 
 
 

Option 3 (of 3):  Remove Exemption Certificate requirement for the Aggregate 
Landing Program 

 
7.7  Summer Flounder (Fluke): 

 
7.7.2  Commercial:   

 
(A)  Minimum size:  Fourteen (14) inches.   

 
(B)  Seasons, allocations, and possession limits:  A total annual statewide quota 
for Summer flounder will be established for the State by the Atlantic States 
Marine Fisheries Commission (ASMFC) and/or NOAA Fisheries. 

 
(1)  Winter sub-period:  January 1 - April 30 annually: 

 
(a)  Target allocation:  54% of the annual quota. 
 
(b)  Possession limit between January 1 and the start of the Winter sub-
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period of the Aggregate Landing Program, annually: 
 

(i)  Vessels that possess a valid RI Summer Flounder Exemption 
Certificate (Exemption Certificate):  Two hundred (200) pounds per 
vessel per calendar day.  

 
(ii)  Vessels that do not possess a valid Exemption Certificate:  Two 
hundred (200) pounds per vessel per calendar day.  

 
(c)  Possession limit during the Winter sub-period of the Aggregate 
Landing Program, annually: 

 
(i)  Vessels not permitted in the Aggregate Landing Program but which 
possess a valid Exemption Certificate:  Two hundred (200) pounds per 
vessel per calendar day.  When 90% of the Winter sub-period quota 
has been harvested as determined by the DFW, the possession limit 
per vessel shall be one hundred (100) pounds per calendar day. 

 
(ii)  Vessels that do not possess a valid Exemption Certificate:  Two 
hundred (200) pounds per vessel per calendar day. When 90% of the 
Winter sub-period quota has been harvested as determined by the 
DFW, the possession limit per vessel shall be one hundred (100) 
pounds per calendar day.  
 
(iii)  Aggregate Landing Program:  2,000 pounds per vessel per 
calendar week. The calendar week period shall begin on Sunday at 
12:00 AM and ends on the following Saturday at 11:59 PM.  When 
90% of the Winter sub-period quota has been harvested as determined 
by the DFW, the Aggregate Landing Program will terminate and the 
possession limit shall be one hundred (100) pounds per vessel per 
calendar day. 

 
(2)  Summer sub-period:  May 1 - September 15 annually: 

   
(a)  Target allocation:  35% of the annual quota. 

 
(b)  Possession limit between May 1 and May 31, annually: 

 
(i)  Vessels that possess a valid Exemption Certificate:  One hundred 
(100) pounds per vessel per calendar day. 
 
(ii)  Vessels that do not possess a valid Exemption Certificate:  One 
hundred (100) pounds per vessel per calendar day. 
 

(c)  Possession limit during the Summer sub-period of the Aggregate 
Landing Program, annually: 
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(i)  Vessels not permitted in the Aggregate Landing Program, but which 
possess a valid Exemption Certificate:  One hundred (100) pounds per 
vessel per calendar day. 
 
(ii)  Vessels that do not possess a valid Exemption Certificate:  100 
pounds per vessel per calendar day.  
 
(iii)  Aggregate Landing Program:  Beginning June1, seven hundred 
(700) pounds per vessel per week. The calendar week period shall 
begin on Sunday at 12:00 AM and ends on the following Saturday at 
11:59 PM.  When 80% of the Summer sub-period quota has been 
harvested as determined by the DFW the program will terminate and 
the possession limit per vessel shall be one hundred (100) pounds per 
calendar day. 

 
(3)  Fall Sub-Period:  September 16 – December 31 annually: 

 
(a)  Target allocation:  11% of the annual quota.  

 
(b)  Possession limit:   

 
(i)  Vessels that possess a valid Exemption Certificate:  Two hundred 
(200) pounds per vessel per calendar day. 

 
(ii)  Vessels that do not possess a valid Exemption Certificate:  Two 
hundred (200) pounds per vessel per calendar day. 

 
(C)  Any unused portion of the quota from a sub-period will be equally distributed to 
the allocations of the remaining sub-periods.  The over-harvest of a sub-period 
allocation will be deducted from the allocations of the remaining sub-periods.  
Annually, the target allocations specified in this section shall be adjusted by the 
DFW to charge over-harvest of a sub-period allocation during a given year to the 
same sub-period of the next following year. 
 

7.7.3  Aggregate Landing Program:   
 

(A)  Sub-periods: 
 
(1)  Winter:  January 1 until the Sunday of the first full week in February 
annually, or until 90% of the Winter sub-period quota has been harvested as 
determined by the DFW. 

 
(2)  Summer:  June 1 through September 15 annually, or until 80% of the 
Summer sub-period quota has been harvested as determined by the DFW. 

 
(B)  Eligibility:  An applicant vessel shall be considered eligible and may apply for 
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a permit to participate in the Aggregate Landing Program by demonstrating to the 
satisfaction of the DFW and the Division of Law Enforcement that it satisfies each 
of the following criteria: 

 
(1)  The vessel, if harvesting Summer flounder from federal waters possesses 
a valid federal Summer Flounder Moratorium Permit and possesses a valid RI 
Summer Flounder Exemption Certificate (Exemption Certificate); or, if 
harvesting exclusively in State waters, the vessel’s operator possesses a 
valid license to harvest or land summer flounder for commercial purposes in 
Rhode Island and possesses a valid Exemption Certificate;  
 
(2)  The vessel shall be operated by a person who possesses a valid 
multipurpose, principal effort, or landing license issued by the State of Rhode 
Island to land Summer flounder for commercial purposes; and  
 
(3)  The vessel shall be operated by a licensed person who has not been 
assessed a criminal or administrative penalty in the past three years for a 
violation of RIMF Part VII, section 7.7 or more than one marine fisheries 
violation. 

 
(C)  Application:  Application for an Aggregate Landing Program Permit shall be 
made on forms as prescribed by the Director.  
(D) No vessel shall possess simultaneously more than one Aggregate Landing 
Program permit; 
 
(E) Non-compliance with the provisions of these regulations or the permit 
agreement shall subject both the owner and the operator to revocation of 
enrollment and participation in the commercial fisheries for remainder of the sub-
period or the subsequent sub-period.  If for any reason a sub-period does not 
exist by regulation, the privilege of the owner(s) and operator(s) to commercially 
harvest fish shall be suspended for the same calendar time period as described 
in the current sub-period upon adjudication. 
 
(F) Any applicant who is permitted for the Winter sub-period for the Aggregate 
Landing Program may not participate in the Summer sub-period within the same 
year. 

 
 

PUBLIC HEARING ITEM # 2 
Commercial Scup management 

 
Option 1 (of 1):  Status Quo (Division proposal) 

 
7.11  Scup 

 
7.11.2 Commercial: 
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(A)  Minimum size:  Nine (9) inches. 
 
(B)  Seasons, quotas and possession limit:  A total allowable harvest of Scup will 
be established annually, and shall be that amount allocated to the State of Rhode 
Island by the Regional Fishery Management Councils and/or the ASMFC. 
 

(1)  Winter I sub-period (January – April):  50,000 pounds per vessel per 
calendar day, decreasing to 1,000 pounds per vessel per calendar day once 
80% of the federal Winter I coastwide Scup quota has been harvested as 
determined by NOAA Fisheries.  
 
(2)  Summer - Fall sub-period (May - October):  The State quota for scup will 
be divided as follows: 
 

(a)  General Category (gear types other than floating fish traps):  Forty 
percent (40%) of the Summer- Fall sub-period quota will be allocated to all 
gear types except floating fish traps and allocated as follows: 

 
(i)  Summer sub-period (May 1 through the Saturday before the third 
Sunday in September):    
 

a.  Allocation:  Two-thirds (2/3) of the General Category quota. 
b.  Possession limit:  10,000 pounds per vessel per calendar week.  
The calendar week period shall begin on Sunday at 12:00 AM and 
ends on the following Saturday at 11:59 PM.  When the Summer 
sub-period quota has been harvested as determined by the DFW, 
the fishery will close. The fishery will re-open on the third Sunday in 
September. 

 
(ii)  Fall sub-period (third Sunday in September through October 31):   
 

a.  Allocation:  One-third (1/3) of the General Category quota. 
 
b.  Possession limit:  10,000 pounds per vessel per calendar week.  
The calendar week period shall begin on Sunday at 12:00 AM and 
ends on the following Saturday at 11:59 PM.  When the Fall sub-
period quota has been harvested as determined by the DFW, the 
fishery will close. The fishery will re-open at the beginning of the 
Winter II sub-period. 

 
(b)  Floating fish trap:  Sixty percent (60%) of the Summer-Fall sub-period 
quota will be allocated to the floating fish trap sector.   

 
(i)   During those years in which the federal Winter I coastwide Scup 
quota is completely exhausted prior to April 15, the floating fish trap 
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quota will be available on April 15. During those years in which the 
federal Winter I coastwide Scup quota is not completely exhausted 
prior to April 15, the floating fish trap quota will be available on May 1.  

 
(ii) If the DFW estimates that the Floating Fish Trap sector will not 
fully utilize its scup allocation prior to the end of the Summer-Fall sub-
period, beginning on June 15, the DFW has the authority to move the 
designated Floating Fish Trap sector allocation in to the general 
category fishery as set forth in this part. The DFW will consult with the 
Floating Fish Trap operators or their designee prior to enacting any 
allocation roll over, and will maintain written correspondence in the 
form of a letter on file as proof of said consultation.  
 
(iii) If the DFW estimates that the Floating Fish Trap sector may have 
a reasonable likelihood of utilizing prior to the end of the Summer-Fall 
sub-period, a portion of its scup allocation that has been transferred to 
the general category scup fishery, and has not as yet been used by the 
general category scup fishery, the DFW has the authority to move the 
designated general category Scup fishery quota to the Floating Fish 
Trap sector. Any quota that was rolled over from the General Category 
to the Floating Fish Trap sector shall not exceed the amount that may 
have been transferred from the Floating Fish Trap sector to the 
General Category. 
 
(iv)  Floating Fish Trap Reporting Requirement:  Floating fish trap 
operators permitted pursuant to RIGL Section 20-5-1 will be required to 
report landings of scup to SAFIS every Monday, Wednesday, and 
Friday, of every week that the trap is in operation.  If there is non-
compliance with this reporting requirement, the Floating Fish Trap 
operators will be notified and will default to the following program: 

 
a.  April 15 – October 31:  During those years in which the Winter I 
Federal Coastwide Scup Quota Allocation is completely exhausted 
prior to April 15, the floating fish trap quota will be available on April 
15.  The possession limit will be 25,000 pounds per floating fish 
trap per calendar day.  Once ninety percent (90%) of the sub-period 
allocation is projected to be harvested, the possession limit will be 
5,000 pounds per fish trap licensee per calendar day until one 
hundred percent (100%) of the quota has been harvested. 
 
b.  May 1 – October 31:  During those years in which the Winter I 
federal coastwide scup quota allocation is not completely 
exhausted prior to April 15, the floating fish trap quota will be 
available on May 1. The possession limit will be 25,000 pounds per 
floating fish operator per calendar day.  Once ninety percent (90%) 
of the sub-period allocation is projected to be harvested, the 
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possession limit will be 5,000 pounds per fish trap licensee per 
calendar day until one hundred percent (100%) of the quota has 
been harvested 

 
(v)  Floating Fish trap operator:  For purposes of this section, fish trap 
operator shall refer to a resident person or resident corporation 
currently issued a permit pursuant to RIGL §20-5-2.  The maximum 
possession limit per floating fish trap licensee shall be the amount set 
forth above regardless of the number of authorized trap locations, the 
number of vessels or the number of licensed fishermen who may be 
working for or may enter into contract with the floating fish trap 
operator.  While engaged in the operation of a fish trap, any licensed 
fisherman that may be working for or may enter into contract with the 
floating fish trap operator waives any individual right to possess scup 
pursuant to a possession limit set out in these regulations. 

 
(3)  Winter II (November 1 – December):  2,000 pounds per vessel per 
calendar day, decreasing to 500 pounds per vessel per calendar day once 
70% of the federal Winter II coastwide Scup quota has been harvested as 
determined by NOAA Fisheries. 
 
 

PUBLIC HEARING ITEM # 3 
Commercial Black sea bass management 

 
Option 1 (of 1):  Status Quo (Division proposal) 

 
7.14  Black Sea Bass 

 
7.14.2  Commercial: 

 
(A)  Minimum size:  Eleven (11) inches total length, whether caught within the 
jurisdiction of this State or otherwise. 

 
(B)  Seasons, allocations, and possession limits:  A state quota for Black sea 
bass will be established annually and shall be the most recent amount allocated 
to the State of Rhode Island by the ASMFC and/or the Secretary of the NOAA 
Fisheries.  The quota shall be available during the following sub-periods: 

 
(1)  January 1 – April 30:  

 
(a)  Allocation:  Twenty-five percent (25%) of the quota. 

 
(b)  Possession limit:  750 pounds per vessel per calendar day. 

 
(2)  May 1 – June 30:   
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(a)  Allocation:  Twenty-five percent (25%) of the quota.   

 
(b)  Possession limit:  Fifty (50) pounds per vessel per calendar day.   

 
(3)  July 1 – July 31:   
 

(a)  Allocation:  Nineteen and a half percent (19.5%) of the quota.   
(b)  Possession limit:  Fifty (50) pounds per vessel per calendar day. 
 

(4)  September 1 – October 31: 
 

(a)  Allocation:  Nineteen and a half percent (19.5%).   
 

(b)  Possession limit:  Fifty (50) pounds per vessel per calendar day.   
 

(5)  November 1 – December 31:  
 

(a) Allocation:  Eleven percent (11%).   
 
(b) Possession limit:  One hundred (100) pounds per vessel per calendar 
day.  
 

(C)  Any unused portion of the quota from a sub-period will be equally distributed 
to the allocations of the remaining sub-periods.  The over-harvest of a sub-period 
allocation will be deducted from the allocations of the remaining sub-periods.  
Annually, the quota allocations specified in the above sections shall be adjusted 
by the DFW to charge over-harvest of a sub-period allocation during a given year 
to the same sub-period of the following year. 

 
 

PUBLIC HEARING ITEM # 4 
Commercial management of Monkfish 

 
Option 1 (of 3): Status Quo 

 
7.21  Monkfish: 
 

7.21.2  Commercial:    
 

(A)  Minimum size:  Seventeen inches (17”) total length or eleven inches (11”) tail 
length whether caught within the jurisdiction of this State or otherwise. 

 
(B)  Fishing year:  The commercial monkfish fishery shall operate on a May 1 
through April 30 fishing year. 
(C)  Possession limit:    
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(1)  Non-federally permitted RI licensed vessel:   550 pounds tail weight or 
1,826 pounds whole weight per vessel per calendar day.  Whole weight is 
defined as the weight of monkfish that are gutted (i.e. stomach, liver, and 
other entrails removed) and have the head and tail attached.  In SAFIS 
landing monkfish in the “whole” is reported using the grade “gutted, head on, 
tail on”.  

 
(a)  The possession of monkfish livers may not exceed the number of 
gutted-fish and tails combined. 
 
(b)  The possession of monkfish heads may not exceed the number of 
gutted-head-off-fish and tails combined.  

 
(2)  The possession limit may be modified on the basis of a RI state water 
monkfish quota as set by DEM, which shall be equal to 3% of the federal 
Southern Management Area (SMA) Total Allowable Landings (TAL) as 
specified by NOAA Fisheries. When 2% of the SMA TAL has been harvested 
as determined by the DFW, the possession limit will decrease to 50 pounds 
tail weight or 166 pounds whole weight per vessel per calendar day for the 
remainder of the fishing year. 

 
(D)  Vessels in possession of a federal permit allowing the harvest of monkfish 
may harvest monkfish in state waters if and only if they are operating during a 
previously and properly declared day-at-sea; in such instances, such vessels 
may harvest monkfish in the amount authorized to be possessed pursuant to 
federal regulations. 
 

Option 2 (of 3): 
Aggregate possession limit of 13,000/week (Division proposal) 

 
7.21.2  Commercial:    
 

(A)  Minimum size:  Seventeen inches (17”) total length or eleven inches (11”) tail 
length whether caught within the jurisdiction of this State or otherwise. 

 
(B)  Fishing year:  The commercial monkfish fishery shall operate on a May 1 
through April 30 fishing year. 

 
(C)  Possession limit:    
 

(1) Non-federally permitted RI licensed vessel:  550 pounds tail weight or 
1,826 pounds whole weight per vessel per calendar day.  3,915 pounds tail 
weight or 13,000 pounds whole weight per vessel calendar week. The 
calendar week period shall begin on Sunday at 12:00 AM and ends on 
the following Saturday at 11:59 PM.  Whole weight is defined as the weight 
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of monkfish that are gutted (i.e. stomach, liver, and other entrails removed) 
and have the head and tail attached.  In SAFIS landing monkfish in the 
“whole” is reported using the grade “gutted, head on, tail on”. 

 
(a)  The possession of monkfish livers may not exceed the number of 
gutted-fish and tails combined. 

 
(b)  The possession of monkfish heads may not exceed the number of 
gutted-head-off-fish and tails combined.  
 

(2) The possession limit may be modified on the basis of a RI state water 
monkfish quota as set by DEM, which shall be equal to 3% of the federal 
Southern Management Area (SMA) Total Allowable Landings (TAL) as 
specified by NOAA Fisheries. When 2% of the SMA TAL has been harvested 
as determined by the DFW, the possession limit will decrease to 50 pounds 
tail weight or 166 pounds whole weight per vessel per calendar day for the 
remainder of the fishing year. 

 
(D)  Vessels in possession of a federal permit allowing the harvest of monkfish 
may harvest monkfish in state waters if and only if they are operating during a 
previously and properly declared day-at-sea; in such instances, such vessels 
may harvest monkfish in the amount authorized to be possessed pursuant to 
federal regulations. 
 
(E) Non-compliance with the provisions of these regulations shall subject 
both the owner and the operator to revocation of participation in the 
monkfish commercial fishery for remainder of the fishing year.   
 
 
 

Option 3 (of 3): 
Aggregate possession limit of 25,000/week w/eligibility criteria of minimum 1000k 
landed in single day in 2012 or 2013; permit required; plus daily possession limit 

(Industry proposal) 
 

7.21.2  Commercial:    
 

(A)  Minimum size:  Seventeen inches (17”) total length or eleven inches (11”) tail 
length whether caught within the jurisdiction of this State or otherwise. 

 
(B)  Fishing year:  The commercial monkfish fishery shall operate on a May 1 
through April 30 fishing year. 

 
(C)  Possession limit:    
 

(1)  Non-federally permitted RI licensed vessel:  
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(a)  550 pounds tail weight or 1,826 pounds whole weight per vessel per 
calendar day. Whole weight is defined as the weight of monkfish that are 
gutted (i.e. stomach, liver, and other entrails removed) and have the head 
and tail attached.  In SAFIS landing monkfish in the “whole” is reported 
using the grade “gutted, head on, tail on”. 

 
(b) Aggregate Landing Program:  7,530 pounds tail weight or 25,000 
pounds whole weight per vessel calendar week. The calendar week 
period shall begin on Sunday at 12:00 AM and end on the following 
Saturday at 11:59 PM. 
 

(i)  Eligibility requirements for participation in the Aggregate 
Landing Program:  An applicant vessel operator shall be 
considered eligible and may apply to participate in the Aggregate 
Landing Program only if the applicant vessel landed a minimum 
of 1,000 pounds (whole weight) of monkfish in a single day during 
either the 2012 or 2013 fishing year.  Landings associated with a 
federal monkfish permit during 2012 and 2013 may not be used. 
 
(ii) Application: Application for participation in the Aggregate 
Landing Program shall be made on forms prescribed by the 
Director. 
 
(iii)  A permit (Letter of Authorization) shall be issued by DFW to 
vessels authorized to participate in the program. 

 
(a) The possession of monkfish livers may not exceed the number of 
gutted-fish and tails combined. 
 
(b)  The possession of monkfish heads may not exceed the number of 
gutted-head-off-fish and tails combined.  

 
(2c)  The possession limit may be modified on the basis of a RI state 
water monkfish quota as set by DEM, which shall be equal to 3% of the 
federal Southern Management Area (SMA) Total Allowable Landings 
(TAL) as specified by NOAA Fisheries. When 2% of the SMA TAL has 
been harvested as determined by the DFW, the possession limit will 
decrease to 50 pounds tail weight or 166 pounds whole weight per vessel 
per calendar day for the remainder of the fishing year. 

 
(2)  Whole weight is defined as the weight of monkfish that are gutted 
(i.e. stomach, liver, and other entrails removed) and have the head and 
tail attached.  In SAFIS landing monkfish in the “whole” is reported 
using the grade “gutted, head on, tail on”. 

 
(3) The possession of monkfish livers may not exceed the number of 
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gutted-fish and tails combined. 
 
(4)  The possession of monkfish heads may not exceed the number of 
gutted-head-off-fish and tails combined.  

 
(D)  Vessels in possession of a federal permit allowing the harvest of monkfish 
may harvest monkfish in state waters if and only if they are operating during a 
previously and properly declared day-at-sea; in such instances, such vessels 
may harvest monkfish in the amount authorized to be possessed pursuant to 
federal regulations. 
 
(E) Non-compliance with the provisions of these regulations shall subject 
both the owner and the operator to revocation of participation in the 
monkfish commercial fishery for remainder of the fishing year.   

 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE 
The foregoing rules and regulations “Rhode Island Marine Fisheries Regulations, Part 
VII - Finfish” after due notice, are hereby adopted and filed with the Secretary of State 
this 8th day of May, 2014 New filing date to become effective 20 days from filing, 
unless otherwise indicated below, in accordance with the provisions of Title 20, 
Chapters 42-17.1, 42-17.6, and 42-17.7, and in accordance with Chapter 42-35-
18(b)(5), Administrative Procedures Act of the Rhode Island General Laws of 1956, as 
amended. 

 
 
 
 
  _________________________________________                                                                         
Janet L. Coit, Director 
Department of Environmental Management  
 
 
   
Notice Given:    02/21/2014 10/10/2014 
Public Hearing: 03/25/2014 11/12/2014 
 
Filing date: 05/08/2014 New filing date 
Effective date:    05/28/2014 New effective date 
 
ERLID# 7673XXXX 
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