State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations
Rhode Island Board of Elections

Public Notice of Proposed Rule-Making

Pursuant to the provisions of Title 17 of the General Laws of Rhode Island, and in accordance
with the Administrative Procedures Act Chapter 42-35 of the General Laws, the Rhode Island
Board of Elections hereby gives notice of its intent to amend the following; Rules and
Regulations for Voter Registration (ERLID# 6591, last filed 12/21/2011).

This rule is proposed for amendment by the Board of Elections for the purpose of implementing
the voter registration requirements of United States Public Law 107-252 (“Help America Vote
Act of 2002”) and to address those voter registration issues not otherwise specifically referred to
in the Rhode Island General Laws.

The proposed Rules and Regulations are available for public inspection online at
www.elections.ri.gov, in person at the Rhode Island Board of Elections, 50 Branch Ave.
Providence, R.I. 02904, requested by email at GMcBurney@elections.ri.gov or by calling
Gregory McBurney at 401-222-1914.

In the development of the proposed amendment consideration was given to: (1) alternative
approaches; (2) overlap or duplication with other statutory and regulatory provisions; and (3)
significant economic impact on small business. No alternative approach, duplication, or overlap
was identified based upon available information.

All interested parties are invited to submit written or oral comments concerning the amended
regulations by 02/22/2012 to Robert Kando, Rhode Island Board of Elections, 50 Branch Ave.
Providence, R.I. 02904, 401-222-2345, Feedback@elections.ri.gov. A public hearing to consider
the proposed amendment shall be held on 02/22/2012 at 3:30 P.M. at 50 Branch Ave.
Providence, R.I. 02904 at which time and place all persons interested will be heard. The room is
accessible to the disabled and interpreter services for the hearing impaired will be provided if
requested 48 hours prior to the hearing. Requests for this service can be made in writing or by
calling 401-222-2345.




State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations
Board of Elections

Concise Summary of Proposed Non-technical Amendments
To
RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR VOTER REGISTRATION

In accordance with the Administrative Procedures Act, Section 42-35-3(a)(1) of the General Laws of Rhode
Island, the following is a concise summary of proposed non-technical amendments:

Section 2 — Added definitions for “Current and Valid”, “Government Agency”, and “NVRA (national voter
registration act)”.

Section 3 — The opening section is better defined to include provisional balloting and DMV as acceptable ways to
register to vote.

Part A9: Adds Language allowing voters to register as a member of a political party that is not
recognized in Rhode Island. Also, deadlines for using out of date forms are expounded on.

Part B1 and B2: Adds language including the Rhode Island DMV as a way of submitting voter
registration forms.

Part F: Adds a new section explaining how change of addresses at the DMV for motor vehicle licenses or
State ID’s can be transmitted to the State CVRS.

‘Section 4 — Updated the list of acceptable forms of “Unverified Identification”.
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RULES & REGULATIONS FOR VOTER REGISTRATION
ADOPTED BY THE RHODE ISLAND BOARD OF ELECTIONS

The Rhode Island Board of Elections hereby amends the rules and regulations
relating to voter registration pursuant to and in accordance with R.I Gen. Laws §517-7
et seq. and 17-9.1 et seq., due to the enactment of Rhode Island General Law §17-9.1-33
effective January 5, 2010

Said rules and regulations are adopted pursuant to the Admzpzstratzve Procedures
Act (RIG.L. §42-35 et seq.) and are available for public inspe tion at the offices of the
Rhode Island Board of Elections, 50 Branch Aven ‘ovidence, Rhode Island.

Section 1. Purpose

Election Day shall mean any time the polls are open for the conduct of an election,
primary, or referendum.

Government Agency shall mean any governmental agency of a city, town, state or federal
governmentthe United States.:

ID shall mean identification.

[ In-Person registrations shall meanare these registrations that are personally delivered by
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the applicant or are completed by the applicant at a' Voter Registration Agency where
election officials are available to assist registrants and receive the registration forms.

- NVRA shall mean National Voter Registration Act.

RIshall mean-the-State-of Rhode Island:

Recognized Political Party shall mean a political party that has met the recognition
requirements of Rhode Island General Law 17-1-2(9).

Secretary of State or Secretary shall mean the Office of the Se¢ fetary of State of Rhode
Island. :

Voter Reglstratlon Agency shall meap.an office des1gn d, by the State Board to perform
Esi aljd Of Electlons Office of

ballot at the polling place on election day; or submitting an electronic application for
voter registration through the Rhode Island Division of Motor Vehicles in accordance
with -RIGL 17-9.1-7.

A. Registration Form
The State Board shall publish a Rhode Island Voter Registration Form and
instructions that includes:

1. Type of registration

The applicant shall check the purpose for the submission of the voter registration
form including: new registration, address change, party change, or name change. |
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2. Declaration of “Citizenship,” “Residence” & “Age”

The applicant shall be required to check the appropriate boxes
acknowledging that he/she:

a) is a citizen of the United States and the State of Rhode Island;
b) Atis at least 16 years of age (You must be 18 years of age to vote).

The applicant shall be informed if he/she answers “No”
The applicant shall not complete the form.

€ither question.

/N'slandR-l dnver—s

B

e ID, he/she shall

only if the applicant is a first
January 1, 2003 as a mail or thix

ter the full address of the c1ty/town where he/she resides
idress aparl:ment number and zip code. A Post Office box

may prov1de\ lpca‘uon to the board of canvassers of their city/town where they
are commonly located.

6. Mailing Address (address where mail is received if different
from #5. Home Address)

7. Date of Birth

8. Phone Number/E-Mail Address (optional)
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9. Party Affiliation

An applicant may choose to register with a recognized political party in Rhode
Island by checking the name of the recognized political party, or selecting
“Other” and writing the name of the unlisted recognized political party on the line
provided. An applicant who does not wish to register with a party shall check
“Unaffiliated.” An applicant who leaves this item blank, or lists the name of a

i s “Unaffiliated.”

8d within 60 days of
h ode Island at the local
e'Board of Elections may

- (or make his/her mark) in ink
pleted.

B. Voter Registration Form Submission Categories
The manner in which voter registrations may be submitted and the effective
date of registration shall be as follows:

1) “In-Person” registrations are those registrations that are
delivered “in-person” by the applicant or are completed by
the applicant at a Voter Registration Agency where election
officials are available to assist registrants and receive the
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registration forms; or submitting an electronic in-person
application for voter registration through the Rhode Island
Division of Motor Vehicles in accordance with RIGL 17-
9.1-7.- The effective date of registration shall be the date of
submission of the completed registration form to the Voter
Registration Agency.

2) “Third Party” registrations are voter registrations that are
delivered by someone other than the applicant to either the
State Board or local board of canvassers, or submitted
through the Rhode Island Division of Motor»Vehlcles
website in conjunction with an online nger license
renewal. The effective date of reg15tr n:shall be the date
of submission by the “third party”i“' of the co
reglstrauon form to the state or local‘board

r the bostmark is illegible and the registration
more than 5 days after the reglstra‘uon

C. Incomplete and/or Defective Registrations
Registrations that are determined to be incomplete or defective by election
officialsthe local board of canvassers shall be processed as follows:

1. A first-time mail registrant registering to vote after January 1,
2003, that does not contain a verifiable Rhode IslandRd driver's
license number, a verifiable Rhode IslandRT State ID number, or
the last four digits of a verifiable Social Security Number shall be
processed under the identification requirements promulgated in
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Section 4 and the local board shall notify the registrant of the
deficiency within 7 days of the receipt of the registration.

2. Registrations that do not ret-selecting a recognized political party in
Rhode IslandRT shall be processed as “Unaffiliated.”

3. Registrations that fail to indicate a person is a U.S. Citizen, Rhode Island
resident, fail to indicate he/she is at least 16 years of age, or do not
contain the applicant’s full name, address, date of birth, or signature shall
not be accepted or processed and shall be retumedﬂ’?c\) :the applicant by the

local board within 7 days of its receipt with ﬁcatlon of the reason the

reg15trat1on was not accepted. If the apphp it

>polling place on OF
ter within the city/toWwn where the Voter Affirmation card is submitted, may

F. Rhodé Island Division of Motor Vehicle Change of Address Form

Any chanpe of address form submitted to the Rhode Island Division of Motor
Vehicles'in accordance with Rhode Island state law for purposes of a state
motor vehicle license or State ID shall serve as a notification of change of
address for voter registration purposes for the registrant involved, unless the
registrant states on the form that the change is not for voter registration
purposes. Such change of address notification shall be transmitted by the
Division of Motor Vehicles to the CVRS in accordance with RIGL 17-9.1-7.
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Séction 4.7-—First-Time Mail or Third Party Registration Applicants
In Rhode Island — Identification Requirements

The following are the acceptable forms of identification for first-time mail
registration or third party voter registration applicants, which must be provided to
the board of canvassers on or before the close of the polls on Election Day or at
the polling place prior to voting. (Note: If registering in-person at a Voter
Registration Agency no identification is required.)

A. Verified Identification: %,
The applicant provides his/her Rhode IslandR}-driver’s license number

has not been

IslandRY State ID number, or las ﬁfd1g1ts of the Social Secu
Number as provided on the vofer ion

Rhode Island Voter voter Identification
identification Gardcard;
U-S-United States Passpertpassport;

Identification issued by a United States educa‘uonal
institution:

B  United States military identification card;

B Tdentification card issued by the United States or
the State of Rhode Island;

B Government issued medical card;
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Employee identification card;

Identification card provided by a commercial
establishment;

Credit or debit card;
5 Military-identifieationeard:

#  Student identification card_issued by a recognized
US educational institutions

B Health club identification card;

Lease or rental statement-or-agreement-issued-by
a-governmental-apeney;

8  Student identification card or tuition statement or

bill issued by a recognized U.S. educational

institution:-issued-by-a-governmental-agency;

n :F . . 1 -]1 3 11
governmental-ageney;

B Insurance plan card-or-drug-discounteard-issued
by-a-government-ageney;
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voter registration applicants shall remain
¥ be available to election ofﬁcmls solely for electlon

D. Declarations of Candidacy
Not\mthsfandmg any other provisions of these rules and regulations, a person
filing a declaration of candidacy whose application for voter registration is
subject to the requirements of Section 4 shall be required to present the
necessary identification to the appropriate local board prior to or at the time of
filing said declaration.

Section 5. CVRS-issued Identification Numbers of Registered Voters

The CVRS shall assign a unique “voter identification number” to every registered
voter that shall remain assigned to the voter while the voter resides in Rhode
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Island.

Section 6. Implementation

The Board of Elections may promulgate procedures and forms necessary to
implement the within rules and regulations required under the Rhode Island General
Laws.

//
These rules and regulations were adopted at a meeting/g ‘the"State Board of
| Elections held on the Twenty-second day of ———— Febf ary, 204+ 2012 pursuant to

the Administrative Procedures Act (R.I.G.L. 42-35-1, et s ).

Date

Date
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