State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations
Rhode Island Board of Elections

Public Notice of Proposed Rule-Making

Pursuant to the provisions of Title 17 of the General Laws of Rhode Island, and in accordance
with the Administrative Procedures Act Chapter 42-35 of the General Laws, the Rhode Island
Board of Elections hereby gives notice of its intent to amend the following; Rules and
Regulations for Voter Registration (ERLID# 6015, last filed 5/18/2010).

The purpose of this amendment is to modify the Rhode Island voter registration form, and give
people registering the option of checking off the recognized political party they would like to
join instead of having to write in the party name. The "Rhode Island Voter Identification Card"
has also been added to the list of acceptable identifications.

The proposed Rules and Regulations are available for public inspection online at
www.elections.ri.gov, in person at the Rhode Island Board of Elections, 50 Branch Ave.
Providence, R.I. 02904, requested by email at GMcBurney@elections.ri.gov or by calling
Gregory McBurney at 401-222-1914.

In the development of the proposed amendment consideration was given to: (1) alternative
approaches; (2) overlap or duplication with other statutory and regulatory provisions; and (3)
significant economic impact on small business. No alternative approach, duplication, or overlap
was identified based upon available information.

All interested parties are invited to submit written or oral comments concerning the amended
regulations by 11/08/2011 to Robert Kando, Rhode Island Board of Elections, 50 Branch Ave.
Providence, R.1. 02904, 401-222-2345, Feedback(@elections.ri.gov. A public hearing to consider
the proposed adoption shall be held on 11/08/2011 at 3:30 P.M. at 50 Branch Ave. Providence,
R.1. 02904 at which time and place all persons interested will be heard. The room is accessible
to the disabled and interpreter services for the hearing impaired will be provided if requested 48
hours prior to the hearing. Requests for this service can be made in writing or by calling 401-
222-2345.



State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations
Board of Elections

Concise Summary of Proposed Non-technical Amendments
To
RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR VOTER REGISTRATION

In accordance with the Administrative Procedures Act, Section 42-35-3(a)(1) of the General Laws of Rhode
Island, the following is a concise summary of proposed non-technical amendments:

Cover Page — Added the new date the proposed amendment will be heard, and updated the bottom portion to reflect
the Board of Elections new Chairman, Frank J. Rego.

Section 3 — Minor changes were made on the voter registration form giving the person registering the option of
checking off the recognized political party they would like join instead of having to write the party name in.

Section 4 — Added “Rhode Island Voter Identification Card” to the list of unverified identification a voter may
show in order for their ballot to count.



As"Amended:

#03/25/2004
03/03/2008
08/26/2008
02/26/2010 (Emergency)
04/21/2010

11/08/2011 (Proposed)

Promulgated by order of
The Rhode Island State Board of Elections
dJehn-A-Daluz- Frank J. Rego, Chairman




RULES & REGULATIONS FOR VOTER REGISTRATION
ADOPTED BY THE RHODE ISLAND BOARD OF ELECTIONS

The Rhode Island Board of Elections hereby amends the rules and regulations
relating to voter registration pursuant to and in accordance with R.1. Gen. Laws §§17-7
et seq. and 17-9.1 et seq., due to the enactment of Rhode Island General Law §17-9.1-33
effective January 5, 2010

inistrative Procedures
tion at the offices of the
vidence, Rhode Island.

Said rules and regulations are adopted pursuant to the A
Act (R1.G.L. §42-35 et seq.) and are available for public in
Rhode Island Board of FElections, 50 Branch Avenue

Section 1. Purpose

These rules and regulations are adopted”
of implementing the voter registration requirements of Uni
(“Help America Vote Act of 2002”) and to address the;
otherwise specifically referred to in thi =

Section 2. Definitions

Board of Canvassers or L

Election Day shal
primary, or referendum.

any time the polls are open for the conduct of an election,

ID shall mean identification.

In-Person registrations are those registrations that are personally delivered by the
applicant or are completed by the applicant at a Voter Registration Agency where
election officials are available to assist registrants and receive the registration forms.

RI shall mean the State of Rhode Island.
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Recognized Political Party shall mean a political party that has met the recognition
requirements of Rhode Island General Law 17-1-2(9)

Secretary of State or Secretary shall mean the Office of the Secretary of State of Rhode
Island.

State ID shall mean an identification card issued by the Rhode Island Department of
Motor Vehicles.

Voter Identification Number (Voter ID) shall mean the number assr ned to each
registered voter by the CVRS. :

-State Board to perform
lections, Office of
Motor Vehicles,

Voter Registration Agency shall mean an office designated by
voter registration activities. Offices so designated include: Boar
the Secretary of State local Boards of Canvas_ Drvrsron

program, armed forces recruitment offices a
board.

Section 3. Voter Registration Forms

¢ in Rhode Island by completing a Rhode Island Voter
scribed and'authorized by the Board of Elections
tion application prepared by the

Persons may
Registration Form, i

2. Declaration of “Citizenship” “Residence” & “Age”

The applicant shall be required to check the appropriate boxes
acknowledging he/she:

a) is a citizen of the United States and the State of Rhode Island
b) At least 16 years of age (You must be 18 years of age to vote).

The applicant shall be informed if he/she answers “No” to either question.
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The applicant shall not complete the form.

3. Rhode Island Driver’s License or State ID Card Number / Last 4 Digits
of Social Security Number

The applicant shall provide his/her RI driver’s license number or RI State
ID number. In the case of an applicant who has not been issued a current
and valid RI driver’s license or a current and valid RI State ID, he/she
shall provide the last 4 digits of his/her Social Security Number..
(Required only if the applicant is a first time registrant registering to

4. Applicant’s Full Name

The applicant shall print his/her last nam
initial).

5. Home Address (legal residence)

11 1s received if different

-Mail Address (optional)

9. Party Affiliation

An applicant may choose to register with a recognized political party in Rhode
Island by printing checking the name of the recognized political party. An
applicant who does not wish to register with a party shall check “Unaffiliated.”
An applicant who leaves this item blank, or lists the name of a political party not
recognized in the state will be registered as “Unaffiliated.”
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10. Aftirmation, Signature & Date

The applicant shall be required to sign his/her name (or make his/her mark) in ink
and shall enter the date the registration form was completed

11. Previous Name

If an applicant is registered to vote and has since legally changed his/her name,
the registrant’s name, as recorded on their previous registr t10n shall be included
here.

12. Previous Address

If an applicant was preViously registered to \%

re those registrations that are

e applicant or are completed by
Registration Agency where election
vailable to assist registrants and receive the

of submission of the completed registration
the Voter Registration Agency.

“Third Party” registrations are voter registrations that are
delivered by someone other than the applicant to either the
tate Board or local board of canvassers. The effective
date of registration shall be the date of submission by the
“third party” of the completed registration form to the state
or local board. (First time ‘third party’ applicants
registering to vote after January 1, 2003 must meet the
identification requirement in Section 4.)

3) “Mail” registrations are those registrations mailed through
the United States Postal Service or delivered by
commercial carrier to the State Board or a local board of
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canvassers. The effective date of registration shall be the
date the completed registration form is postmarked,
however, if there is no postmark or the postmark is illegible
and the registration form is received within 5 days of the
registration deadline, and then the application is effective
on the last day to vote for that election. If there is no
postmark or the postmark is illegible and the registration
form is received more than 5 days after the registration
deadline, then the effective date of registration is the date
received by the state or local board. (First.fime applicants
registering to vote by mail after Jan 1, 2003 must
meet the identification requiremen

Registrations that are determined to be |
officials shall be processed as follows:
1t registering to vote, after January 1,

veri r'sdicense number,

processed under the
mulgated in Section 4 and the local
of the deficiency within 7 days of

ed or processed and shall be returned to the applicant by the
within 7 days of its receipt with notification of the reason the
registration was not accepted. If the applicant fails to provide the missing
information on or before the twentieth day before the next election, the
registration shall be rejected and the applicant notified by the local board
of the rejection within 7 days. If the applicant responds to the notice and
corrects the defect within the required time-frame, the effective date of
registration shall be the date the registration was initially submitted.

D. Currently Registered Voters
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Notwithstanding the provisions and requirements of this section, election
officials shall accept and process a registration form which has been signed
and submitted by an individual who is currently a registered voter in Rhode
Island and who is submitting the form for the purpose of changing his/her
name and/or address or to change his/her political party affiliation.

E. Voter Affirmation Forms
A Voter Affirmation form (R I1.G.L. §17-9.1-16) completed and signed at the
polling place on Election Day by an individual who is at that time a registered
voter within the city/town where the Voter Affirmation card is submitted, may
be used for the purpose of changing his/her name and/or address.

Section 4. First-Time Mail or Third Party Re
Applicants In Rhode Island — Id n lﬁcatlon

Requirements

ion*for first-time mail
1ts, which must be provided to

The following are the acceptable forms of identifi
registration or third party voter registration appl

egistration System (“CVRS”) and verified through the
ie DMV (if the voter chooses to use this option at the
the voter shall vote a provisional ballot). If the applicant

B. Unverified Identification:
A copy of a current and valid photo identification provided by a third
party in the ordinary course of business that includes the name and
photograph of the individual presenting it. Examples of photo
identification include, but are not limited to:

®  Driver’s license or identification card of any state;
® Rhode Island Voter Identification Card
® U.S. Passport;
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®  Employee identification card;

®  TIdentification card provided by a commercial
establishment;

B Credit or debit card,
® Military identification card;
B Student identification card;

B Health club identification card;

Insurance plan identification

unless the document is intended to
pardon or discharge:

dated'f the election in which the individual is
.. providing it as proof of residency or identity;

oter notification card issued by a governmental
agency;

Public housing identification card issued by a
governmental agency;

Lease or rental statement or agreement issued by
a governmental agency;

®  Student identification card issued by a
governmental agency,

®  Tuition statement or bill issued by a
governmental agency,

®  TInsurance plan card or drug discount card issued
by a government agency;

®  Discharge certificates, pardons, or other official
documents issued to the individual by a
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governmental agency in connection with the
resolution of a criminal case, indictment,
sentence; or other matter;

Public transportation authority senior citizen and
disabled discount cards issued by a governmental
agency;

Identification documents issued by governmental
disability agencies;

Identification documents issued by government
homeless shelters and other government
temporary or transitional faeilities;

Vernment doctor

Drug prescrlptlon iss ed b

C. Conﬁdentlallty

lentification to the appropriate local board prior to or at the time of
filing said declaration.

Section 5. CVRS-issued Identification Numbers of Registered Voters

The CVRS shall assign a unique “voter identification number” to every registered
voter that shall remain assigned to the voter while the voter resides in Rhode
Island.
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Section 6. Implementation

The Board of Elections may promulgate procedures and forms necessary to
implement the within rules and regulations required under the Rhode Island General
Laws.

These rules and regulations were adopted at a meeting of the State Board of
Elections held on the day of 2010 pursuant to the Administrative

Procedures Act (R1.G.L. 42-35-1, et 5q.).

By Order of the Rhode Island Board of Elections

Date

10



