
State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations
Rhode Island Board of Elections

Public Notice of Proposed Rule-Making

Pursuant to the provisions of Title 17 of the General Laws of Rhode Island, and in accordance
with the Administrative Procedures Act Chapter 42-35 of the General Laws, the Rhode Island
Board of Elections hereby gives notice of its intent to adopt the following; Rules and Regulations
for Nomination Papers - Affidavit of Person Obtaining Signatures.

The purpose of this adoption is to ensure the orderly conduct of elections and enforce the
provisions of RI. G.L. § 17-14-10.

The proposed Rules and Regulations are available for public inspection online at
www.elections.ri.gov, in person at the Rhode Island Board of Elections, 50 Branch Ave.
Providence, RI. 02904, requested by email at GMcBurney@elections-.ri.gov or by calling
Gregory McBurney at 401-222-1914.

In the development of the proposed adoption consideration was given to: (1) alternative
approaches; (2) overlap or duplication with other statutory and regulatory provisions; and (3)
significant economic impact on small business. No alternative approach, duplication, or overlap
was identified based upon available information.

All interested parties are invited to submit written or oral comments concerning the proposed
regulations by 3/24/2010 to Robert Kando, Rhode Island Board of Elections, 50 Branch Ave.
Providence, RI. 02904, 401-222-2345, Feedback@elections.ri.gov. A public hearing to consider
the proposed adoption shall be held on 3/24/2010 at 4:00 p.m. at 50 Branch Ave. Providence,
RI. 02904 at which time and place all persons interested will be heard. The room is accessible
to the disabled and interpreter services for the hearing impaired will be provided if requested 48
hours prior to the hearing. Requests for this service can be made in writing or by calling 401-
222-2345.
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Promulgated by order of
The Rhode Island State Board of Elections
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RULES & REGULATIONS FOR NOMINATION PAPERS - AFFIDAVIT OF
PERSON OBTAINING SIGNATURES ADOPTED BY THE RHODE ISLAND

BOARD OF ELECTIONS

The Rhode Island Board of Elections hereby adopts rules and regulations relating
to nomination papers, and persons obtaining signatures pursuant to and in accordance
with sections 17-14-10 et seq. of the Rhode Island General Laws of 1956, as amended.

Said rules and regulations are proposed pursuant to the Administrative
Procedures Act (R.1 G.L. §42-35 et seq.) and are available for public inspection at the
offices of the Rhode Island Board of Elections, 50 Branch Avenue, Providence, Rhode
h~d. .

Section 1. Purpose

The within rules and regulations are proposed by the Board of Elections to ensure
the orderly conduct of elections and enforce the provisions ofR.I.G.L. § 17-14-10.

Section 2. Definitions

"Person" means any individual who obtains signatures of voters upon nomination
papers.

"Presence" means close physical proximity coupled with awareness sufficient to
allow the affiant to witness each voter's signature.

Section 3. Nomination Papers - Affidavit of Person Obtainine Sienatures Rules

The person obtaining signatures of voters in support of nomination papers must
personally witness the signature of each person and shall attest that each person who
signed the nomination papers appeared personally before him or her and signed the
nomination papers in the actual presence of the affiant. Said affiant must have personal
knowledge that each person actually signed the document.

If it is discovered that any signature(s) are not obtained in the "presence" of the
person obtaining signatures, then the Board of Elections may strike each invalidly
obtained signature from the nomination papers.

Section 4. Implementation

The Board of Elections may promulgate procedures and forms necessary to
implement the within rules and regulations required under the Rhode Island General
Laws.
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These rules and regulations were adopted at a meeting of the State Board of
Elections held on the day of 2010 pursuant to the Administrative
Procedures Act (R.I.G.L. 42-35-1, et seq.).

By Order of the Rhode Island Board of Elections

John A. Daluz, Chairman

Witnessed by

Date

Robert Kando, Executive Director Date
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